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In 1929, Germany was hit by the fall-out from 
the Wall Street Crash. Hitler and his cohorts 
rejoiced. They knew their time had come. 



On the evening of 30 January 1933, the 
German people renewed their love affair with 
autocratic rule. Hitler had been invited as 
Chancellor to form a new government. The 
Nazis threw a party to celebrate their 
unexpected good fortune - but Germany was 
entering a nightmare from which it would only 
emerge a generation later. 
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Above; hitter cut a curious figure in the 
maelstrom of late Weimar politics. He is seen 
here in 1930 in his latest guise - a cross 
between a gangster and a pimp. 

Below: The Nazi Party's rise in the early 1330s 
was a phenomenon. Alt Germany seemed to 
be heeding the message of this new and 
youthful political force, with its dynamic leader 
and his disciplined cohorts. 



UNTIL THE SUMMER of 1929 
Hitler was still largely 
unknown. He had enjoyed brief 
notoriety after his attempted 
coup in Munich, but neither he 
■ nor his party figured on the 
national stage before his brilliantly 
conceived campaign against the Young 
Plan. Owen P. Young was an American 
banker who chaired an international 
committee charged with rationalising 
Germany's reparation payments under the 
terms of the Versailles Treaty. Young called 
for a schedule of annual payments that 
stretched as far as 1988. Accepting the 
plan involved not just decades of financial 
penalties, but endorsed the infamous 
Article 231 of the Versailles Treaty, which 
blamed Germany for starting the First 
World War, 

CAPITALIST STOOGE 

The Young plan united the German right- 
wing parties. The Weimar government was 
exposed to Hitler's accusation that it was 
no more than a stooge for international 
capitalism and Germany's enemies. Hitler 
allied his party with the DNVP 
(Deuischnationaie Voikspartei) led by 
Alfred Husenbere, a dedicated anti- 



socialist. Hugenberg's media empire 
provided Hitler with a national platform. 
Alliance with Hugenberg, a vociferous 
enemy of organized labour, was a bitter 
pill for many Nazis to swallow, but Hitler 
appointed the hard-line anti-capitalist 
Greg or Strasser to represent him on the 
NSDAP-DNVP coordination committee. 
It sent the right signal to the SA_ In 
August, Hitler staged his greatest rally yet 
at Nuremberg; 200,000 Nazis assembled 
there and 60 ,000 uniformed 5 A took over 
three hours to march past their Fiihrer* 

PHENOMENAL GROWTH 

At stake was a national referendum on the 
Young Plan. Hitler was badly beaten at the 
polls, his 'no* campaign failing to convince 
a pragmatic nation that Germany had any 
other option but to pay. He severed the 
alliance with Hugenberg immediately, 
blaming him for the defeat and splitting 
the DNVP in the process. Yet. not for the 
first time, Hitler turned defeat into victory, 
He was now a national figure and within a 
year his party would gain 15% of the vote 
in the state elections in the hitherto left- 
wing stronghold of Saxony. In 1 928 the 
Nazi vote there had been less than 3%. 
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German despair 





IN OCTOBER 1929 the New York stock exchange plummeted, provoking a worldwide 
economic crisis. The Great Depression was a godsend for Hitler- Unemployment in Germany 
rocketed from 400,000 to over 3 million in 1929, and to 6 million by the winter of 1931-2. 
Germany's economic revival of the previous few years, financed wrth cash from abroad, 
vanished overnight as these short-term loans were called in. Farms and factories alike were 
soon up for sale, but nobody was buying. Debt foreclosure wiped out business after business. 
In this climate of fear Hitler's extreme message appealed to a wide cross-section of Germans. 
His skill at posing as all things to all men was never more appropriate, Some voters may hove 
rationalised their decision, convincing themselves that Hitler was a desperate solution to a 
desperate problem, but many had a more emotive reaction. Passions rose as yet another 
economic meltdown wiped out small businesses and working mens' fobs. This was no time 
for top hats, frock coats and politics as usual: it was the cue for street protest in brown shirts. 




Left: in town and 

countryside there was a widepread 

feeling of hopelessness. The Communists and 

the Nazis, in contrast to tainted Weimar, 

offered support, activism and a vision for a 

better society. 




Top; A Nazi election poster offers the people 
the fundamentals of existence: work, freedom 
and bread. The destitute millions had been 
disappointed by the existing parliamentary 
parties. They were given new hope by 
Hitler's promises. 

Above: fn the mid 1920s the middle-classes 
had seen their savings wiped out by hyper- 
inflation. The new depression brought morale 
to an even tower point. Who was going to 
rescue the German nation? 

Left: By October 1932 there were 8,754,000 
Germans out of work. This meant that close on 
half the worforce was fully or partially 
unemployed. Men were forced to scavange for 
food merely to survive. 
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Above: The Nazi Party was perceived by voters 
as being young and dynamic. Three of its most 
charismatic leaders are pictured in 1931 at a 
ratty in Berlin: Hitter, Goebbels and Goering. 

Below: Atfred Hugenberg was instrumental in 
Hitter's rise. This politician and press baron 
mistakenly believed that he would be able to 
use the Nazis to further his own political ends. 




The collapse of the Muller cabinet in 
March 1 930 led President Hindenburg to 
exploit his emergency powers under 
Article 48 of the constitution, He could 
appoint a Chancellor by presidential decree 
if no politician could command a majority 
or build a coalition. But such a president 
was still vulnerable to a Reichstag vote of 
no confidence, which would trigger a 
general election, Hindenburg's choice. 
~\ Chancellor Bruning, only lasted until July 
when the constitutional propriety of his 
actions was challenged. He reacted by 
dissolving the Reichstag and calling 
elections for 14 September 

ANGRY YOUNG MEN 

Hitler had appointed Goebbels Head of 
Propaganda in early 1 930. The election V 
that autumn was the first time the two men 
worked together, and while Germany and 
the world would become used to the 
spectacle, it was an extraordinary 
development at the time. The Nazi Party 



blasted a fiery path through the summer 
election campaign. This was the party of 
youth: l angry young men" who demanded 
an end to compromise and to the 
discredited republic itself. Precisely what 
they would build in its place was vague, 
but Hitler's party was new, dynamic and 
very appealing. Hitler worked tirelessly, 
making major speeches almost every day 
in August, with Goebbels and the Strasser 
brothers - passionate mob orators 
themselves - in support, Most politicians 
and experienced political observers 
dismissed the Nazis as demagogues 
without a serious political programme. But 
the NSDAP achieved 6.5 million votes, 
almost 50% more than the Communist 
KPD, and secured 107 seats in the 
Reichstag. A year earlier, the NSDAP had 
won fewer than a million votes. Now 
Hitler had 18.6% of the national vote and 
the Nazis were second only to the SPD. 
Hitler doubled his vote again, to 13,75 
million, two years later. 
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Hiring Herr Hitler 





Above: Von Papen was instrumental in 
overcoming Hindenburg'* mistrust of Adolf 
Milter. In one of history's biggest 
miscalculations, von Papen assumed the post 
of vice-chancellor under Hitler From this 
position he aimed to 'tame' the dictator. 



HITLER'S ULTIMATE VICTORY came not at 
the polls, where the Nazi support finally 
levelled off at the end of 1332, but in exactly 
the sort of back-room coalition deal that he 
had attacked the Weimar regime for 
encouraging. It was just the environment to 
expose his limited knowledge of politics. 
Ironically, his very awkwardness in such 
meetings worked to his advantage, Even 
after securing Hitler's appointment as 
Chancellor, von Papen and his fellow 
conservatives continued to believe they could 
manipulate the 'corporal' who they fatally 
underestimated. Groener, von Schliecher and 
the ailing Hindenburg himself all thought 
Hitler could be tamed and used as a tool by 
the traditional ruling elite. 

Above: The venerable President Hindenburg 
reluctantly rides with his new Chancellor, Adolf 
Hitter. The Field Marshal could barely conceal 
his contempt for the upstart 'Bohemian 
Corporal', The antipathy was mutual. 

Right: After the fall ofBruning's government on 
30 May 1932 f Von Papen was appointed 
Chancellor and formed a new government the 
so-called 'Cabinet of Barons 1 - {seated} von 
Braun, von Gayi r von Papen, von Neurath; 
(second row) Dr Giirtner, Proi Dr Warmbold 
and Kurt von Schleicher. 
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Unlike other parties, the Nazis were not 
defined by class, religious or regional 
identity. Support for Hitler cut across 
traditional Lines of division, though staunchly 
Catholic regions or heavily industrialized 
zones were less fertile ground for Hitler's 
propaganda. The Centre Party controlled 
Lower Bavaria while Berlin and the Ruhr 
remained left-wing strongholds until 1933. 
But the elections showed that Hitler had 
seduced a large clemeni of the German 
middle class, Other parties depending on the 
middle class found their support leaking 
away during 1930-32. 

YOUTH APPEAL 

Nazi recruitment over the next two critical 
years reveals Hitler's appeal to the young. Of 
the 720.000 Germans who joined the Party 
between September 1930 and Hitler's 
appointment as Chancellor 43% were aged 
under 30. For the better educated, it was a 
classic act of rebellion against the strictures 
of family and traditional careers. For the 
masses, it was the acceptance of a messianic 
leader and his fantastic promises. Hider may 
have been short on policy specifics, but he 
was long on two issues, He totally rejected all 
of the disasters which had befallen Germany 
since 1918 - the responsibility for which 
rested with the 'November criminals' - and 
he avowed to restore Germany to its 'rightful* 
status as a major world power. 

In Hitler's case, 'the medium was the 
message' . His major speeches were terrific 
theatre, calculated to overwhelm rational 



thought - and did indeed win over many men 
whose intellectual abilities dw^arfed those of 
the self-taught, opinionated Hider. And they 
did not let up: the Nazi Party 1 never stopped 
campaigning. Its enormous presence in the 
Reichstag was used solely to continue the 
onslaught against die Weimar 'system". There 
was no thought of normal parliamentary 
business. The regional elections in 1931 saw 
the Nazi share of the vote top 40%. More 
elections, followed with dizzying speed:two 
for the Reichstag, two for the presidency and 
one for the state legislatures, 

ALL OR NOTHING 

Hitler's support reached its peak in 1932 and 
started to decline following his refusal to 
accept a cabinet position. He wanted 
absolute power or nothing at all. This 
uncompromising position was ultimately 
vindicated. During the winter of 1932-1933 
he was given all that he asked for behind 
closed doors, 

President Hindenburg had nothing but 
contempt for the upstart Nazi leader, finding 
in his arrogance and lack of civility conduct 
totally unbefitting a gentleman. In spite of 
his distaste, Hindenburg agreed to grant 
Hitler the Chancellorship in January 1933, 
following the resignation of Brtining and 
then von Papen's governments, The aging 
and senile president believed that the Nazis 
would discredit themselves in government, 
but for the moment the conservative political 
elites would benefit from someone who had 
the respect of the masses. 





6 HITLER'S THIRD REICH 



Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 27 



o 



icm llnan "has 




I < Bullet or Ballot-box 



HITLER HAD REJECTED the coup as a 
method of obtaining political power. He 
rued the ill-fated Putsch in Munich in 1923, 
which had nearly cost him his life and had 
cast him into the political wilderness. 

But the Nazi Party was becoming 
polarised between the pragma tists and the 
die-hard revolutionaries. The Brownshirts of 
Rohm's SA continued to act as bouncers at 
political meetings and provoked bloody 
confrontations with opponents on the 
streets. Hitler feared that their excesses 
might frighten potential voters and his 
more conservative backers. 





Above: Typical Nazi art evokes the wilt to 
avenge. A Stormtrooper stands over his f alien 
martyred comrade, his fists clenched in anger, 

Left: The cosmopolitan and cynical electorate of 
Berlin was the hardest nut for the Nazis to 
crack. Hitier is seen here speaking at Berlin's 
Lustgarten on 4 April 1932. 

Top left: Goebbels, the Gauleiter of Berlin had 
formidable rabble-rousing skiffs. Hitler once said 
that Goebbels was the only speaker he could 
listen to without faffing asleep. 

Centre: Hitler speaks in 1932, flanked by Gregor 
Stressor. The revolutionary, would remain a 
thorn in Hitter's side till his murder in July 1934. 

Right: Hitler was a tireless campaigner from 
1929 to 1933, using aircraft to travel the length 
and breadth of Germany. 
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Mauthausen in Austria was 
probably the most brutal off all 
the Naxi concentration camps. 



f^^P"! ALTIIAUSEN. 

I concentration camp 
I 20 km from Linz in 
kJ I Austria, was created 
I in March 1938 at an 
■^^HH abandoned stone 
quarry about 5 km from die town 
of the same name, The main 
camp opened in August and was 
designated Category EI - 
suitable for etziehbar or 'barely 
trainable' prisoners. In addition 
the main camp. 60 neben lager or 
sub-camps were created during 
its existence. The most notorious 
opened in 1940 at Gusen, about 
five kilometres away. Here the 
prisoners initially cut stone in 
two quarries that were owned by 
Deutsche Erd-und Steimverke 
GmbH {DEST), the quarry- ing 
company owned by the SS, 
The DEST operation at 
Mauthausen and Gusen became 
(he most successful quarrying 
enterprise in the Third Reich, 
operating the biggest stone 
crusher in Europe and producing 
25,000 cubic metres of cut 
granite a year. 

GAS CHAMBERS 

Mauthausen had two small gas 
chambers that used carbon 
monoxide to kill up to 120 at a 
time. A modified railway wagon 
was also used for gassing - it 
travelled as part of a train 



running between Gusen and 
Mauthausen, After they were 
dead the bodies were disposed of 
in one of two crematoria, a 
double and a single furnace. 

From August 1941 to October 
1942 and from April 1944 to the 
end of that year, some sick and 
debilitated prisoners as well as 
"undesirables* like Jews were 
sent to the Hartheim castle near 
Linz. There they were killed in a 
gas chamber that had been 
established as pan of the Aktion 
T4 euthanasia programme. 

Extensive medical 
experiments on humans - 
Menschenversuche - were 
conducted at Mauthausen, These 
included surgery on healthy 
prisoners to remove organs that 
were bottled and stored, and 
also experiments with 
tuberculosis serum. 

GUSEN SUB-CAMPS 

Gusen expanded into three sub 
camps. Gusen II, an underground 
factory, would be tunnelled in 13 
months at BergkristalL The 
prisoners worked in three shifts 
before it opened on 9 March 
1944. A smaller underground 
factory of 12,000 square metres, 
code named Keiierbau, had 
already been dug nearby. It was 
used for the production of 
machine guns- A third camp. 




Above: The main gate at Mauthausen, seen after the liberation of the 
camp by the US 11th Armored Division which occurred on 6 May 
1945. The last of the guards had left the day before, and the camp 
gates were opened to the Americans by the prisoners. 

Top: New prisoners arriving at Mauthausen are stripped at the main 
gate before going through de-lousing procedures. 



Gusen III at Lungitz, opened on 
December 16 that yean 

The first prisoners brought to 
Mauthausen, some 1,100 men, 
were criminals and 'asocial 
elements 1 . They were soon joined 
by political prisoners transferred 
from Dachau. Within two years 
the prisoner population had 
expanded to 1 1 ,000, and included 
Spanish Republicans captured in 
France in 1940. In 1941 
Mauthausen received its first 
Soviet prisoners of war when 
4,205 men arrived in October. 
Eventually prisoners from 
throughout Europe were held at 
the camp, including Jews from 



Holland and Hungary and Danish 
policemen arrested after protests 
in Denmark against German rule. 

In November 1940 prisoners 
at Gusen were building a railway 
spur between the camp and St 
Georgen Railway Station when 
they unearthed a Bronze Age 
burial site. The Commandant of 
Gusen , SS-Haup tstunnfifh re r 
Karl Chmiclewski, sought 
Rekhsfiihrer Heimich Himmler's 
permission to conduct an 
archaeological dig. Among the 
camp inmates was the historian 
Dr Johann "Papa* Gruber. 
Assisted by another prisoner, 
Tadeusz Murasewisz who was 
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Move; Most of the work in the expansion of the camp was done by 
prisoners, who were given few toots to complete the Job. Here inmates 
are working at the building of the 'Russian Camp* to house Soviet 
prisoners of war. Only BO of the 5,000 PoWs who arrived in 7941 were 
still alive in March 1942, 

Above right: Forced labourers work on the roll-call area of the main 
camp at Mauthausen, in the late summer of 1947. By this time, the 
inmate area of the camp had 20 wooden barrack blocks, each designed 
for 300 prisoners. Most routinely held double that number 

Below: Emaciated Mauthausen survivors seen just after the arrival of the 
US Army in 1945, with the bodies of dead prisoners piled in the open 
area. Few of the original inmates survived to see liberation. 




I 



the ex -head of the Paedagogical 
Institute of Zakopane, Poland 
the two men assembled a 
museum at the camp. However 
they used their privileged 
position to assist other prisoners. 
When the museum was finally 
dismantled in 1 943, on 
HimmleT s orders, more than ten 
boxes of remains and artifacts 
were removed. Only three were 
recovered after the war. 

The main camp at 
Mauthausen was divided into 
three sections; the prison camp, 
the administration block and ihe 
SS guard accommodation. The 
prison camp occupied most of 
the area and was divided into 
three main units. 

Number 1 was the residential 
camp with 20 wooden huts. Four 
of these were quarantine huts 
where new r prisoners lived tor 
three weeks before they were 
transferred to other sections of 
the camp. The last hut, No 20, 
was separated by a stone wall 
and initially housed Soviet 
PoWs. The huts were intended to 
hold 300 prisoners who slept in 



mult i -tie red bunks, but they were 
usually crammed with double 
that number of inmates. 

Number 2 camp was the 
workshop area with four huts. 
From early 1944 this became 
the quarantine area. No 3 was 
built in the spring of 1944, 
and initially contained six huts. 
The sick and debilitated 
were transferred here prior 
to execution. 

MURDEROUS REGIME 

Of the 199,404 prisoners 
incarcerated there at various 
times 1 19,000, including 38,120 
Jews, died either from overwork 
in the stone quarries and arms 
factories, or from starvation, 
disease or gassing. The 
Mauthausen Tolenhuch records a 
total of 363 1 8 executions — the 
highest number of people killed 
in a concentration camp, as 
opposed to an extermination 
camp. However many more were 
killed with less ceremony, and 
their deaths went unrecorded. 

On September 30, 1944 there 
were 91 SS Blockfuhrer and 
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Death Quarry 
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west of Mauthausen, At Rejchsftthrer-SS HemricU 
work at -the quarry was undertaken using Prinirtrvi 
:. 'primitive toots' - in many cases the bare hands of 
technique literally worked prisoners to death Sort 
tearying Heavy stones up the T86 steps that led to 
Wiener Graben, a route known as the 'St-"* 

One group of Dutch Jews, after a day < 
; ftefd hands and jumped to their deaths. 1 
who committed suidde in this way 'par* 

Below: Bodies oi Soviet prisoners of war 
Camp' testify to the murderous nature oi 
inmates at Mauthausen were forced to u 
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Above; Franz Ziereis. commandant of Mauthausen between 1939 and 
1945, poses with some of the camp medical staff. At the left is 
Hauptsturmfuhrer Wosinski, the camp pharmacist. Standartanf uhrer 
Ziereis is third from the left, next to Sturm ban nfiihrer Krebsbach, the 
camp doctor. Ziereis died of his wounds in captivity in May 1945, 




Above: Gusen, five km from the main camp. One of the largest of 
more than $0 sub-camps administered from Mauthausen, Gusen was . 
administered by ex-convicts. Over 30,000 of the 67,000 prisoners who 
passed through the three Gusen camps died. 

Below: Ebensee, about 90 km from Mauthausen, was used to house 
staves building factory tunnels for the German rocket programme. Up 
to 11,009 inmates were crammed into the camp, and over 4,000 died 
in April 1945 atone. These survivors are seen after liberation on 6 May, 




Kommandofiihrer working at 
Mauthausen. The camp's political 
department was headed by SS- 
Haupsturmfiihrer Karl Schulz 
with 19 NCOs. Beneath them 
was a hierarchy of Lngersalteste. 
Lagerschreiber, Bfockalteste, 
Blockschreiber and Stabenaltesie 
- Camp Senior, Camp Registrar, 
Block Senior. Block Registrar 
and Room Senior. All these 
prisoners - usually convicted 
German criminals - enjoyed 
many privileges. 

COMMANDANTS 

The first commandant was 
SS-Sn t rm ban nfith rer Albert 
Saner, followed from August 
1 939 by SS-Sturmbannfiirirer 
Franz Ziereis. Ziereis, who for 
"special achievements" had been 
promoted to SS-Slondartenfiihrer 
in April 1944, was 40 when the 
war ended. He tied the camp and 
went into hiding at his bunting 
lodge on the Phym Berg in 
Upper Austria. When on May 3. 
1945 US soldiers arrived to arrest 
him he attempted to escape, was 
shot and subsequently died of his 
wounds, His corpse was hanged 
at Gusen I by former prisoners. 

The first indication die 
inmates had that the war was 
getting close to the Mauthausen 
complex came at 03.00 on 16 
ApriL 1945. Soviet ground attack 
aircraft dropped twelve bombs on 
the entrance to the underground 
railway that ran into the Gusen 11 
Bergkristall site. 

LIBERATION 

Mauthausen was liberated at 
11.30 am on 5 May 1945 by a 
platoon of Troop D t 4 1 st Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Squadron of the 
1 1 th Armored Division, 3rd US 
Army. The platoon commander. 
Staff Sergeant Albert J. Kosiek 
discovered among the prisoners a 
US Navy officer. Captain Jack 
Taylor, and was informed that 
there were two other US 
servicemen in the camp and an 
RAF piloL in the hospital. 

This was the first knowledge 
that Allies had that from March 
1944 the camp had become the 
destination of all escaped PoWs 
who had been recaptured. These 



men were victims of the 
Kugerrrlass (Bullet Decree) by 
which they handed over to the 
SD. transferred to Mauthausen 
and shot. 

Known as 'K' prisoners, they 
were ordered to strip on arrival 
in preparation for a shower. In 
what they were told was a 
medical examination, they were 
to stand against a measuring 
device - that fired a bullet into 
the back of the neck as soon as 
the wooden bar touched the top 
of the head. Some of the guards 
at the camp regarded this death 
as more honourable than gassing. 

RAF and USAAF pilots were 
specifically excluded from the 
Bullet Decree, and the three 
Americans and the Briton had 
been sent to Mauthausen in error. 
Only later did it become known 
that 47 Dutch, American and 
British aircrew had been killed 
on the Steps of Death the year 
before. They had been forced to 
carry 25 kg stones to the top bare 
foot On each successive journey 
the load was increased, and as 
they climbed they were beaten 
mercilessly. None survived more 
than two days. 

UNDERGROUND FACTORY 

Staff Sergeant Kosiek also 
liberated Gusen II. which had 
become a vast underground 
complex where the final assembly 
of Me 262 jet fighters took place. 
According to Allied intelligence, 
Gusen II was 85 per cent 
operational and had built 987 
aircraft before the end of the war. 
The fuselage and wing assemblies 
were moved by train at night 
from Bergkristall to several air 
bases in southern Germany where 
the turbine power plants were 
installed. The last day of 
production w r as on May 3, 1945. 

At the close of the war 
Mauthausen was being used as an 
overspill camp for prisoners from 
the East that had been evacuated 
as the Soviet Army approached. 
The last official statistics show 
that on 31 March 1945, the camp 
held more than 1,500 children 
and teenagers and over 2,200 
women who had been transported 
from RavensbriicL 
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Mauthausen was a camp tike 
any other. Work was hard, the 
regime was strict, but prisoners 
sent to the camp stood some 
chance of surviving to be 
released. With the outbrea 
war, however, conditions g 
worse, Himmler's decision i 
change Mauthausen to a 
punishment camp saw the death 
rate climb rapidly, Just under 45( 
deaths were recorded in 1939: in 
1940 the figure rose to nearly 
4,000, The camp became an 
execution centre for southern 
Germany and Austria, its victims 
being 'undesirable political 
elements', to which were added 
those who resisted German rule 
in the occupied countries. At 
various times, Mauthausen held 
Soviet prisoners of war, Spanish 
Republicans, French resista~~ 
fighters, Czech political pri< 
(most being murdered after the 
death of Heydrich} and Polish 
survivors of the Warsaw uprising. 
But Jews, mostly Hungarian, 
only arrived in large numbers in 
the Autumn of 1944, 



Punishment Camp 
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Tqp right: Reichsfuhrer-SS 

Heinrich Himmler, accompanied by 
Karl Wolff (second from left) is 
seen white making an inspection 
tour of Mauthausen on 27 April 
tZMf, tt W33 art itimrn farts direct 

instructions that the regime at 
Mauthausen was so brutal. 

Above; The concentration camp 
was origtnaffy located at 
Mauthausen, near Linz, to provide 
a labour force for the quarry 
operated by the Deutsches Erd* 
und Stein werke, the massive SS 
building material company. 

Right; An aerial photograph of the 

Mauthausen camp (upper right), 
taken late in the war by the US 
Army Air Force. 
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Germany's education system was much admired in Europe, and when 
the Nazis took over they made few overt changes. But the Party set 
up its own education system parallel to that of the state. 



HOST OF THE 
senior members 
of the Nazi Party, 
wiLh the 
exception of Dr 
Goebbeis, were 
intellectual under achievers 
whilst at school. World War I 
gave many of them the chance 
to escape from dead end jobs 
and though some were decorated 



and promoted many never rose 
beyond junior NCO ranks. Adolf 
Hitler was the classic example 
of the pattern; he was a school 
drop out who at 1 8 had been 
turned down by the Vienna 
Academy of Fine Arts. It 
remains one of the great "What 
Ifs?" of history how the course 
of the 20th Century would have 
developed if Hitler had been 



accepted by the Academy. The 
rejection made him a bitter anti- 
uitellectual and this coloured his 
attitude to education. 

When the Nazis came to 
power, Hitler named former 
school teacher Bernard Rust 
Reich Minister for Science. 
Education and Culture. Rust 
studied Germanic, philosophy, 
philology, art history and music 



at several universities, including 
Munich and Gottingen, In the 
years before World War 1 he 
worked as a senior master in a 
Realgymnasium - a secondary 
school with an emphasis on 
science. Volunteering for the 
front in 1914, he was awarded 
the Iron Cross First and Second 
Class and the Hohenzollent 
Order during the First World 
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War. He relumed to teaching 
after the Armistice. 

EDUCATION MINISTER 

Rust was dismissed from 
teaching in 1930 "on grounds of 
health" - though it was 
rumoured that it was that or be 
fired for sexual misdemeanours. 
He joined the NSDAP and rose 
quickly, becoming Gauleiter for 
Hanover-Braunsschweig and 
gaining a seat in the Reichstag. 
Appointed to the Prussian 
ministry of culture in February 
1933. he became Reich Minister 
for Science, Education and 




Culture on 1 May that year. He 
remained in the position until 
May 1945, when he shot himself 
on hearing the news of the 
German capitulation, 

The position of teacher or 
lecturer was held in great 
respect in Germany. Under Rust, 
new professional organisations 
for school and university 
teachers were set up that were 
able to capitalise on the strong 
nationalistic sentiments that 
existed in the profession. 

NAZI TEACHERS 

The NS-Lehrerhund - NSLB or 
National Socialist Teacher's 
Alliance - was formed on 1 
November 1935- It was designed 
to supersede all professional 
teachers' groups in the Weimar 
Republic. All members were 
subject to strict party contra 1. 
and by 1936 some 32 per cent of 



NSLB teachers were party 
members. By 1938 two thirds of 
ail elementary teachers had been 
indoctrinated at special one- 
month camps that foeussed on 
drills and lectures 

At all levels the day began 
with the teacher greeting his 
class not with the traditional 
Gut en Tag - Good Day - but 
with an exchange of Heil Hitler 
between the teacher and pupils. 

The NalionalsoziaUslische- 
Dozenienhimd or NS Lecturers' 
Alliance, a professional 
association of university 
lecturers, was designed to keep 
university teachers in line with 
party thinking. It offered college 
lecturers a six- week training 
camp where they could be 
indoctrinated with the new 
ideology. It was also a 
mechanism for excluding Jewish 
academics and Jewish literature 



Far Left: Seventeen-year-oid 
students on one of the 
Langemarck courses prepare to sit 
the Begabtenpriifung, or 
University scholarship exam, ft 
was one of the few Nazi 
programmes which emphasised 
academic ability. 

Left: The Hitler Jugend was 
intimately involved in education in 
the Third Reich, Even though the 
organisation was profoundly anti- 
intellectual more than 11,000 
schoolmasters were atso part-time 
HJ leaders. 

Below: Bernhard Rust was the 
Reichsminister for Education from 
May 1933 to the end of the Third 
Reich. A totally committed Nazi, 
he nevertheless lost control of the 
curriculum in Nazi schools to Party 
tosses like von Schirach, Ley and 
Heissmeyer. 




and research. 

Within a year of taking power 
the Nazis had removed one tenth 
of the teaching staff at 
universities - 1 ,2(M) men and 
women who were either Jewish 
or liberals or Social Democrats, 
German higher education lost 
highly qualified scientists and 
physicists, some of whom would 
later become important 
participants in the Manhattan 
Project to build an atomic bomb 
in the United States. The Theory 
of Relativity by Albert Einstein 
was described as a Jewish plot 
to achieve world rule and reduce 
German manhood to slavery, 

German educators with any 
aspirations to maintaining 
standards were undermined by 
the attitudes of the Nazi 
hierarchy, who took their lead 
from Hitler. The gross Dr Robert 
Ley, head of the German 
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Above: The Nazis distrusted 
teaming, and their courses 
emphasised practicality. They 
regarded training in skills such as 
carpentry as being equal to 
advanced academic study. 

Right One noticable change under 
the Third Reich was the exclusion 
of women from advanced 
education. Girls were expected to 
be fit and graceful, but academically 
were largely limited to domestic 
studies or languages. Fewer girls 
attended grammar schools, and 
only one in ten who qualified for 
university courses found places. 

Workers "s Front, took leave of 
any logical thought processes 
when he said ^A street cleaner 
sweeps a thousand microbes into 
the gutter in one stroke; a 
scientist preens himself on 
discovering a single microbe 
in the whole of his life" 

ANTI-INTELLECTUAL 

The delighted students at the 
University of Berlin watched as 
Julius Streichcr drew a pair of 
scales on a black board, the 
lower containing the weighty 
brains of the Fiihrer and the 
higher, the Dreck - filth - of 
professors' brains. The Nazis 
politicised education and shifted 
its emphasis towards sports 
and upgraded history, biology 
and Germanics. 

Typical subjects covered in 
History classes included the 
Kampfzeit or the Time of 
Struggle' , the term used for the 
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early days of the Nazi Party in 
Munich. Horst Wessel. the 23- 
year-old SA martyr and author 
of the words of the Horst 
Wessel Lied was another 
subject of study 

NAZI CURRICULUM 

Biology emphasised Hitler's 
views on race and Aryan 
heritage. The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion, forged by anti- 
Semites at the end of the 19th 
Century, were accepted as fact 
by Rosenberg and Hitler and 
were recommended as reading in 
schools in Germany. Germanics 
emphasised Teutonic greatness 
and Nordic sagas. Mathematics 
was given a military bias with 
calculations based on solving 
logistics problems or artillery 
calculations. Religious 
instruction was sharply reduced, 
and by 1 935 questions about it 
were dropped from the end-of- 



year exams. 

The Nazis also subverted 
conventional education by 
setting up compulsory' youth 
movements in which they 
asserted ^ Youth leads youth? 
They made a distinction between 
Lenkung - 'steering' or school 
instruction, and Fuhrung - 
'leadership* skills that could 
only be acquired through 
youth movements. 

THE HJ AND SCHOOLS 

Boys between the ages of 10 and 
14 joined the Jungvolk* the 
junior division of the Hitler 
Jugend. The HJ was the male 
branch of the Nazi youth 
movement and covered the 
years 14 to IS. 
It became a state agency on 1 
December 1936 and membership 
was made compulsory. In a 
similar way Girls joined the 
Jungmadel and the Bund 



Below: A 17-year-old biology 
student prepares for an 
examination. Biology was a key 
Nazi subject, and it was used to 
transmit the Party's ideas about 
Race to the younger generation. 




Deutsche r Mlidel - the German 
Girls' League. 

Members of the BdM hiked 
and camped like the HJ, but 
were not encouraged to learn. 
They were being groomed as the 
future mothers of the Reich, 
With this in mind girls attended 
Pflege or Care, a special 
eugenics and hygiene course 
held in schools. 

Pupils aged between 14 and 
1 5 were sent on a 'Country 
Year' , This took them off to 
camps that gave them experience 
of working on the land, 
combined with political training. 
In ten years 264,000 pupils 
passed through these camps. 

Nazi educational philosophy 
was in line with most Nazi 
thought, Rejection of the 
intellect and elevation of the 
physical. represented the 
triumph of Machi or Power, 
over Geist or Spirit. 
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THE NAZIS MADE THEIR OWN contribution to education in 
Germany with the Adotf-Hitler-Schule - Adolf Hitler Schools; 
Nationatpolitische Erziehungsantalten - Napolas or National Political 
Training Institutes* and the Ordensburgen - Order Castles that were 
established by Robert Ley of the Deutsche Arbeitsfront. 

The Adolf-Hitter-Schuie selected their pupils from the HJ. During 
their second year as one of the Jungvolk, potential pupils were given 
a racial screening and sent for a two week selection camp. Life at the 
Adoff-Hitier-Schufe was tough and very competitive. In spite of the 
limited academic emphasis in the schools, those who had completed 
five years study received a Diploma upon graduation and were 
deemed fit for university education. 

The Nationafpolitische Erziehungsantalten which came under the 
control of August Heissmeyer of the SS, were intended to restore the 
type of education formerly given in the Prussian academies and to 
produce candidates for high posts in the government of the Third 
Reich. By 1938 there were 23 Napo4as r including four in Austria and 
one in the Sudeten area of Czechoslovakia. Four schools were 
Cynrnasien, three were advanced grade schools with six-year college 
preparation programs - Aufbauschulen - and two had special fast 
track courses for flight training, Heissmeyer's wrfe was the Reich 
Women's Fuhrer - Gertrude Scholtz-Klink. To add to the education 
confusion the Nationatsozialistische Deutsche Oberschule was 
established at Feldafing on the Starnberger See, This Party-backed 
cadet academy was in direct competition with the Napolas and was 
also intended to produce future leaders. 

The Ordensburgen were 'postgraduate' residential academies for 
training the Nazi elite. Ordensburgen received their name from the 
medieval fortresses built by the Teutonic Knights, Four were 
established at Crossinsee, Sonthofen, Vogelsang and Marienburg. 
Each had 500 instructors, administrative staff and grooms and 1,000 
students called Junkers, Students were usually in their mid 2Qs, 

Those pupils who left school might enter university and become 
members of the Nationaisoziaiistischer Deutscher Swdentenbund or 
Natrona) Socialist German Students' League. The NSDStB was an 
organisation devoted to the furtherance of the Nazi way of life 
among students, Its importance may be measured by the fact that it 
was classed as a Gliederung {limb! of the Nazi Party, like the SA, the 
SS, the NSKK or the Hitter Jugend, 

A small number of students took a non-standard route to higher 
education through the Langemarckstudium. The Xangemarck 
Curriculum' was named after the battle in Flanders in World War I in 
which a volunteer student regiment was annihilated. It was designed 
to prepare selected pupils for the Begahtenprufung, a scholarship 
exam for gifted students that led to a university place. 




** fay-Z 



Above The NSDAP was aviation-minded. Although two of the Napolas 
specialised in turning out future pilots, ait of the Party schools together 
with the Hitler Jugend offered young Germans the chance to go gliding. 

Right: Adolf Hitler greets students from one of the schools which took 
his name* Pupils meeting the correct racial and physical criteria were 
selected for the Adolf Hitler Schule by the Hitler Youth. 




Above: Reichsjugendfuhrer Baldur von Schirach began his political 
career in the National Socialist Student's League, In spite of his own 
university training, he was contemptuous of educators: in one speech, 
he contrasted "glowingly inspired Youth, marching towards a new dawn" 
with the dusty \ pedantically stupid schoolmasters who blocked their way 
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Ghetto communities under the 
Third Reich ruled themselves 
through the Jewish Councils. 

Above German officers speak with Jewish lawyers at the Drancy 
internment camp. In France, the J u den rate were national bodies rather 
than the local community groups seen in the east, 

Left; Members of the administrative staff in the Kieice Ghetto Judenrat, 
pictured in January W42. The ghetto was cleared eight months later, 
over 20,000 Jews being sent to Treblmka, 
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BNE OF THE MOST 
puzzling aspects of 
the Holocaust is the 
acquiescence of the 
Jewish people to 
genocide, German 
Jews were subjected to crippling 
legal discrimination before the 
start of World War D. and while 
many fled even more remained in 
Germany, Millions of Jews from 
Eastern Europe were herded into 
ghettos almost from the 
beginning of the conflict, being 
forced to leave homes Jobs and 
possessions. Hundreds of 
thousands were forcibly deported 
from Greater Germany and the 
occupied West to join them. And 
while some younger Jews argued 
for resistance to the ensuing 
transports to the extermination 
camps, most went to their deaths 
passively, if not willingly. 

JEWISH COUNCILS 

For many years after the end of 
the war. much of the blame for 
that passive acceptance has been 
given to the Judenr&fe, the 
Jewish councils which ran the 
ghettos for the Germans. 
Conventional wisdom had it that 
many of the council members 
were self-servers, sending people 
out to labour or selecting those to 
die in the death camps simply to 
ensure their own continued 
survival. But nothing about the 
ghettos was simple, and in most 
cases such an explanation of the 
apparent co-operation of Jews in 
their own extinction is very far 
from the truth. 

The first Judenrate were 
established in Poland on the 
instructions of Reinhard 
Heydrich* Heydrich intended that 
these councils would be 
responsible for carrying out all 
orders and decrees within the 
ghettos. The councils were to be 
made up from the most 
influential members of the 
Jewish community - rabbis, 
teachers, doctors and the like. 
The 'Blonde Beast' knew that if 
he could force community 
leaders to cooperate, most of the 
rest of the inhabitants would 
follow. But Heydrich had a 
second motive: he knew that by 




forcing them to cany out German 
commands, the Jewish leadership 
would be at least partly 
discredited in the eyes of the rest 
of the community. 

RATED BY SIZE 

Heydrich *s instructions were 
amplified by Hans Frank, head of 
the GeneralgQuvemement. Frank 
instructed the Jews in small 
communities to set up 1 2-man 
councils. In larger areas, where 
the population exceeded 10*000, 
the councils would have 24 
members. Ostensibly, the leaders 
of the councils were to be chosen 
by election. But since council 
leaders and their deputies had to 
be approved by local Nazi 



officials, any pretence ai real 
democracy was a sham. 

The councils had two main 
functions: firstly, they had to 
comply with German demands, 
and secondly they had to provide 
what government they could to 
their communities. The German 
demands were onerous. The 
Judenrat was expected to arrange 
the initial move to the ghetto, 
providing the Germans with lists 
of property and goods which 
were then confiscated. 

Once in the ghettos, the 
councils were expected to take a 
census of the inhabitants. They 
were expected to meet all Nazi 
demands for labour, drafting 
people as necessary. They were 



also responsible for obedience to 
the Nazi regulations, and were 
fined for any non-compliance. 

Most councils did their best to 
alleviate the sufferings of their 
people, delaying in carrying out 
German instructions as long as 
they dared, They did their best to 
convince the Nazis that Jews 
were a valuable source of labour 
as well as skills. 

NON-COOPERATION 

Many of the members of the first 
Jewish councils refused to co- 
operate with their captors. Some 
were removed, some resigned, 
but many were killed. Others co- 
operated on the surface, but did 
what they could to sabotage 
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^boye; Terezin, the 'model' ghetto in Bohemia, even had its own money 
to maintain the fiction that the community was seff-governrng. 

Below: One of the most harrowing of duties for the Judenrat was to 
dispose of the dead. Jacoh Edeistein, the head of Terezins Judenrat, had 
access to a Jewish cemetary - but during epidemics the death rate was 
so high that the bodies had to be burned. 
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German plans. Bui they could not 
afford to be too obvious in their 
resistance: about a quarter of all 
council members were killed by 
the Germans even before being 
deponed to the death campy. 
In many cases the original 
council members were replaced 
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by more compliant Jews. Some 
were resigned to the destruction 
of part of their community, in the 
hopes that they could at least 
save some of the others. Others 
cooperated, concerned only with 
their own survival. It did them no 
good: almost all were eventually 
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sent to the gas chambers at 
Auschwitz. Treblinka. Majdanek 
or Sobibor. 

While they were dealing with 
the Germans, the Judenriite were 
also expected to govern the 
ghettos. They arranged housing 
for the inhabitants, shared out 
food and provided law and order. 
They were supposed to present 
smuggling - though less honest 
members used their positions to 
profit from contraband. 

SICKNESS AND HEALTH 

The councils were responsible 
for health and hygiene, though 
what hospitals they established 
could do Utile to affect the spread 
of disease. In the face of 
starvation, overcrowding and lack 
of sanitation sickness was rife. 
The Germans did not care - in 
fact they welcomed the increased 
death rate. Thck only demand 
was that the Judenriite ensured 
that epidemics did not spread 
beyond the ghetto boundaries. 

Although it is now recognised 
that most council members were 
simply doing their best to help 
their people in the face of almost 
impossible pressure, at the time 
many of their actions aroused 
hostility in their fellows. Some of 
that hostility was generated by 
the simple fact that the Judenriite 



were seen to be working for the 
Germans, fulfilling Heydrich's 
original scheme to discredit 
Jewish leaders. In some ghettos, 
there was friction between the 
council and the Jewish 
underground. Most of the 
resistance groups were made up 
of younger, more active members 
of the community, and the older 
council members felt that overt 
resi stance would bring down 
harsh reprisals on the general 
population . The hostility 
occasionally broke out into open 
conflict between the fighters and 
the members of the ghetto police, 
especially in Warsaw, Krakow 
and Vilna. 

RESISTANCE 

Most of the conservative council 
members - those who hoped that 
die ghettos could survive long 
enough to see a change in the 
war situation - only accepted 
armed resistance when it became 
clear that the German policy 
was liquidation. 

However, there were many 
exceptions, as it became clear 
that the ultimate Nazi intent was 
to slaughter all Jews. Indeed, in 
ghettos like Kovno the Judenrat 
assisted the fighters, and in 
Lachva, Diado and Tuchin the 
Judenriite were the resistance. 
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were nominally self- 
governing, but were in reality totally subject to the whims and 
requirements of their Nazi overlords. In Germany, the Reich 
Association of German Jewry was set up in 1939, replacing a number 
of smaller community groups, The Association was established by the 
Jews themselves, to replace a number of local Jewish cultural 
societies which had been banned in 1918, The Nazis did not object, 
since they knew that they could more easily use one central 
organisation as a toot for carrying out repressive measures. 

In France, Belgium and the Netherlands, central Judenrate were set 
up during 1941. Both the Joodse Read in Holland and the Belgian 
Association des Juifs en Befgique were severely criticised for giving in 
without a fight to German demands for deportation of labourers' to 
the east, since most of those Jews who were forcibly removed went 
direct to the death camps. In France, the Union Generate des Israelites 
an France tried to ease the lot of ordiunary Jews, and some 
departments were heavily involved in clandestine rescue and 
escape operations. 

Judenrate were also set up by some of Germany's allies, notably 
the Ustredna Zidov or Jewish Centra in Slovakia in 1940 and the 
Centrala Evrettor or Jewish Centre in Romania at the end of 1941. In 
both cases, the members of the council were divided between those 
who were inclined to submit to German demands and those who did 
their best to block German and local anti-Semitic demands. The 
Hungarian Zsido Tanacs or Jewish Council was not established until 
1944, and couid do little to stop the deportation and massacre of 
Hungary's Jews which took place at Auschwitz. 

Right; Jewish policemen check the papers of workmen on the streets of 
the Warsaw Ghetto Most policemen were simpfty trying to keep order, 
but were often seen by the resistance as German tapdogs. 

Below: Communication between the ghettos and resistance groups was 
not always easy: outside labour gangs were closely watched by frce 
— ns end their east European ^ 
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RNST Kaltenbrunner 
was born into a 
Catholic family near 
Braunau, Hitler's 
birthplace, on 4 
October 1903. As an 
adult his scarred face, piercing 
eyes, thick neck, coarse 
uri manicured hands and 1 ♦% 
metre frame presented an 
intimidating figure. He was later 
described as "a low intriguer, an 
excitable, self-indulgent 
deceitful and slightly daft 
Austrian, a man with a scarred 
face and criminal's ears'*. 

DECEITFUL LAWYER 

He attended school alongside 
Adolf Eichmann at the State 
Reatgynmasiwn - Semi Classical 
High School - at Linz, going on 
to the Teefmische Hochachule - 
Technical Hi°h School - in Graz 



at the same time as Otto 
Skorzeny. He then went on lo 
study law. A third generation 
lawyer, he liked to boast that he 
had put himself through school 
working the night-shift in a coal 
mine and thus considered himself 
a friend of the working man* He 
obtained a taw degree in 1 926 
and spent his first year as a 
trainee at Linz before moving to 
Salzburg. He returned to Linz in 
1928 where he set up practice. 

Kd tenbrunner joined the 
Austrian Nazi parly in 1 932. He 
soon gained a reputation in the 
Parly, beating up democratic 
Auslrizins, tapping telephones, 
instigating riots, and robbing to 
support the Nazi cause. He rose 
swiftly through the ranks; initially 
a Gmtreder. or District Speaker 
and Rechlshemiet\ Legal 
Counsellor of SS Absvhmu 



Left: Kaltenbrunner was every inch the Nazi. His bull neck, looming 
presence and cruel mouth were a gift to Nuremberg court artists trying 
to capture the essence of Nazi barbarism. As with much else about the 
man, the scar was a fraud, It had not been acquired in a fencing match, 
but in a car crash, coming at the end of a long bout of drinking. 

Above: In early tS43, Himmler chose Kaltenbrunner to succeed the 
dangerous Heydrich Initially considered a brutal nonentity, the 
Reichsf uhrer would come to fear his new and ambitious lieutenant 



Divisioti V1IL he was promoted 
Shttuhirtenfiihrer of Regiment 37 
and by the time of his arrest in 
January 1934 he was head of the 
Austrian Nazis. 

HUNGER-STRIKE 

Kaltenbrunner had been 
apprehended by the authorities 
for his involvement in an 
attempted coup lo overthrow the 



Chancellor Engclberl Doll fuss. 
He was sentenced and held in a 
prison camp at Kaisers lei nbruch, 
Whilsl incarcerated, ihc activist 
Kaltenbrunner led a hunger strike 



which led to the release of 490 
Na/i prisoners. A year later he 
was charged with high treason. 
Found not guilty, he was 
nevertheless disbarred and jailed 
tor six months rbr the lesser 
offence of conspiracy. 

After his release, 
Kaltenhrunner worked closely 
with Arthur Seyss-lnquart and 
other Austrian Nazis to prepare 
the way for Germany's take-over 
of Austria. He was appointed 
Austrian Minister for State 
Security on 2 March 1938. 
Following the Anschluss two 
weeks later, Kaltenbrunner was 
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Above: Reich security chief Kahenbrunner (centre} attends the 
Volksgericht (People's Court} presided over by the venomous Roland 
Freisler. The RSHA was instrumental in arresting the July plotters. 



♦ if 



Above: Kattenbrunner (front row centre} at an address by Artur Seyss- 
tnquart. Following the Anschluss, he was promoted Under Secretary of 
State for Public Security in the Qstmark. He remained there until 1941. 

Below: From 1942-45 Kattenbrunner was one of the main executors of 
the Final Solution, though virtually no incriminating documentary 
evidence exists. He is pictured {far left) with Himmler at Mauthausen. 




promoted Lo SS-Brigadefiihrer 
and elected to the Reichstag. He 
immediately formed the Austrian 
SS inLo 'auxiliary police' and 
arrested prominent figures like 
the Chancellor, von Schuschnigg 
and Baron Louis von Rothschild. 

He was promoted to SS- 
Gruppenjuhrer on 11 September 
1938. However, Kaltenbruimcr 
was frustrated in his desire to 
become Chief of the SD in 
Austria. Heydrieh was given the 
job. But for the next three years 
Kaltenbrunner was successively 
chief of the SS in Austria and 
police chief for Vienna and the 
Upper and Lower Danube. 

HARD A0 10 FOLLOW 

Kaltenbrunner assumed a higher 
profile in J 943, after Heydrieh 
(now head of the RSHA, the Nazi 
police apparatus) had been 
assassinated by Czech agents, 
Himmler plucked Kaltenbrunner 
from his relative obscurity to 
succeed Heydrieh. He had large 
shoes to filh Heydrieh had 
masterminded the phoney aLtack 
on the radio station at Gleiwitz 
which was used as a rationale by 
Hiiler for the invasion of Poland. 
He had then been put in charge of 
the Einsatzgntppeih the 
extermination squads that 
followed the Wehrmachl into 



Russia. Heydrieh had also drafted 
the protocol for the Endlosung — 
the Final Solution. 

REIGN OF TERROR 

The Reiehsfuhrer had always 
been wary of the dynamic and 
capable Heydrieh. By choosing 
Ernst Kaltenbrunner as his 
replacement, Himmler had 
promoted a virtual unknown, 
who he though would be much 
easier to control To ensure that 
Kaltenbrunner could not develop 
too strong a power base, 
Himmler detached responsibility 
for personnel and economic 
questions - governed by the SS 
Hauptamt and the WVHA - 
from the RSHA. The tight 
constraints that Himmler placed 
on Kahenbrunner, led the former 
to complain to his old friend 
Otto Skorzeny that the heads of 
departments within the SD 
enjoyed greater autonomy than 
he did as their head. 

However as head of the SD, 
Kaltenbrunner, a fierce anti- 
Semite, became the driving 
force behind Aktion Re'mhard 
and the Final Solution, assisted 
by Adolf Eichraann, Although 
he may have lacked Heyd rich's 
icy finesse, and though often 
drunk, he went about his duties 
with crude enemy. 
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He was particularly efficient 
at Founding up Jews for 
deportation. Feared and detested 
within the SS, he was almost 
unknown to the public. 

Along the way he adopted 
the Nazi idea of procreation. He 
followed the usual line that all 
German women of feriile age 
must bear children. If their 
husbands could not do it then 
someone must do it for them. 
The father of three children 
himself, Kaltenbrunner took a 
mistress, Countess Gisela von 
Westaupwolf, who gave birth to 
twins at the end of the war. 

On 9 December 1944 55- 
Ohergnmpenfiihrer mid General 
der Polizei Dr Ernst 
Kaltenbrunner received the 
Knight's Cross of the War Merit 
Cross with Swords. His other 
decorations included the Blood 
Order and the Golden Insignia of 
Honour. 

EXECUTIONER'S THRONG 

Following the failure of the plot 
against Hitler on 20 July 1944, 
Kaltenbrunner's power increased 
greatly. He had been in Berlin at 



present when the first confused 
reports began filtering through 
from Rasicnburg. He startled his 
immediate circle by lighting a 
cigarette and suggesting a game 
of cards while they waited for the 
outcome. When the situation 
became clear he left his office 
and flew to Hitler's Prussian HQ 
to receive orders to start the hunt 
for the plotters. 

Kaltenbrunner was like a 
bloodhound in his dogged pursuit 
of the plotters. He formed a 
special detachment of the RSHA 
- Sonde rkommando 20 Juli - to 
round-up all those suspected of 
involvement in the plot. The unit 
was commanded by SS- 
Ohersturmhatmfiihrer Walter von 

Kiclpimk j. Thousands of 

interrogations were carried out 
by 400 RSHA officers working 
in I I groups. Kaltenhrunner 
person a J I y i me rrogated Adm i ra I 
Canaris. the former head of the 
Abwehr, the German Armed 
Forces counter intelligence 
organisation. Canaris had been 



convinced that Germany would 
lose the war and had joined the 
resistance movement, but did not 
favour killing Hitler 
By February 1945 
Kaltenbrunner had control of the 
Abwehr and dirough Bormann. 
gained direct access to Hitler and 
his immediate circle, which 
included Eva Braun's sister Grcll 
and her husband SS-Oherftihrer 
Hermann Fegeicin. Hitler now 
gave Kaltenbrunner his orders 
directly, not through HimmJer. 
The Reichsfiihrer now had as 
much to fear from Kaltenbrunner 
as he had from Heydrich. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

The inevitability of defeat had 

not tempered his zeal. As the 
Allied armies plunged into 
Germany, he sent out an order to 
the concentration camps: *The 
liberation of Jews by the Western 
enemies or the Red Cross, must 

be avoided they must not 

fall into their hands alive" 

Just 1 1 days before the end of 
hostilities, he informed Franz 
Ziereis, commandant at 
Mauthausen, to herd all the 
remaining prisoners into a sealed 
tunnel and suffocate them. Even 
Ziereis - who had overseen the 
deaths of over 1 00,000 people - 
shrank from this last order and 
did not comply. 

In May 1945, Kaltenbrunner 
transferred his; headquarters from 
Berlin to Aliaussee in Austria- 
From here he tried to negotiate 
with the Allies to save his neck. 
He used SS-Shtrmbanfiihrer Dr 
Wilhelm Hottl as a go-between 
with Allen Dulles in Switzerland, 
hut without success, 

ASHES TO ASHES 

Kaltenbrunner was arrested by a 
US Army patrol at the close of 
the war. Charged as a major War 
Criminal, he was brought before 
the International Military 
Tribunal on 20 October 1945. 



Nuremberg 

THE SUMMARY OF THE International Military Tribunal described 
Kaltenbrunner as a life-long fanatical Nazi. When he accepted the 
post of head of the Sicherheitsdienstln January 1943 he knew that he 
would be "the chief of the very agencies which sent millions to their 
deaths. He held that office to the end, rising to high prominence in 
the conspiracy, receiving honours from Hitler and gaining Hitler's 
personal confidence". Kaltenbrunner maintained throughout the trial 
that he had been responsible for the Gestapo and the concentration 
camps in name only, and knew nothing of the Holocaust. 





1 6 October, his last words were: 
"Germany, good luckP His body 
was cremated at Dachau 
concentration camp and the 
ashes scattered in an unnamed 
river in Germany. 



; In office, Kaltenbt 
ntained a tow profile. He 
.sequently believed that he had 
.ery real chance of survival after 
the war. He was wrong and was 
hanged at Nuremberg at 01.39 on 
W October 1346. 

Above: Despite a mass of 
incriminating evidence, 
Kaltenbrunner protested his 
innocence, stating that: "I do not 
feel guilty of any war crimes. I 
have only done my dirty as an 
intelligence organ and I refuse to 
serve as an Ersatz for Himmler". 

Right: Kaltenbrunner had a 
stroke brought on by stress and 
fear on 18 November 1945 - the 
day his trial began. Even so, he 
attended the sessions 
intermittently in December 
and January, 
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Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery had a plan to 
end the war by Christmas 1944. British armour 
was to drive into the heart of the Reich, 
spearheaded by an airborne army. 



■■■ 1TLER INSISTED 
I that the German 
I army cling to its 
I positions in 
I Normandy until it 
I was too late for an 
I orderly withdrawal. 

The result was catastrophe. 

Instead of the fighting retreat 



across France, envisaged hy his 
generals, the German army 
collapsed in rout. US armoured 
columns fanned out in pursuit 
Allied aircraft strafing and 
bombing every road east. 

Between D-Day, 6 June and 
the end of August 1944 the 
German army lost 221,000 men 



killed, missing or captured in 
France. Another 67,000 were 
wounded. The Wesiheer began 
the campaign with 50 infantry 
divisions and 1 2 panzer 
divisions. By the time Field 
Marshal Model gathered up the 
wreckage, there were only 24 
infantry divisions, all reduced to 



■QOI 



a fraction of their authorized 
strength. Eleven panzer divisions 
remained, but none was larger 
than a regimental Kampfgruppc 
and their average number of 
operational tanks was between 
five and ten. 

The Germans were driven 
back to the borders of the Reich. 
The British army crossed into 
Belgium. Antwerp was liberated 
on 4 September Genera ioberst 
Kurt Student was ordered to 
establish a defensive line to hold 
the Low Countries, although his 
grandly titled I st Fallschirmjager 
army consisted of rear echelon 
troops, returned wounded and 
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Left: On 77 September 1944, three 
airborne divisions under 
Lieutenant-Generat "Boy 1 
Browning were tended in Holland 
by 2 f BO0 aircraft and 1,600 gilders, 

Right: The British Airborne forces 
were landed right on top of the 
9th and 10th S3 Panzer divisions. 
The battle for Amhem had been 
lost before it began. 

Bottom: The fynchpin of Market 
Garden was the seizure of the 
road bridge at Arnhem, which 
General Browning famously 
dubbed "A bridge too far". 

raw recruits. But the headlong 
Allied rush following the 
Normandy invasion was at its 
zenith. Tenacious resistance by 
German garrisons in French 
ports restricted the Allies 
supplies. The Allied armies were 
short of frontline infantry 
replacement. Men were 
exhausted, vehicles in desperate 
need of fuel and an overhaul. 
The helter-skelter advance 
slowed, then stopped. 

VAULTING AMBITION 

The British commander. Field 
Marshal Sir Bernard 
Montgomery, planned to break 
open the German defences in the 
north before they had the chance 
to solidify. He planned 
% Operation Comet", an airborne 
assault by the British I st 
Airborne brigade and the Polish 
Parachute Brigade. The idea was 
to land near the Dutch town of 
Amhem, behind the German 
forces opposing Ms leading 
formation, XXX Corps. The 
attack was planned for 6-7 
September, but cancelled when 
fierce German resistance slowed 
the advance of the British ground 
troops. However, after a meeting 
with the Allied Supreme 
Commander, General Dwighl 
Eisenho%ver, the British plan was 
expanded into a far more 
ambitious plan. 

'Operation Market Garden', 
as it became, called for the US 
82nd and 101st Airborne 
divisions to drop too. They 
would seize the bridges from 
Eindhoven to Amhem, ahead of 
an armoured drive by the British 
XXX corps. If the bridges fell 
intact into Allied hands, tanks 
could be through Holland and 
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Above: Following the capture of the complete Allied plans for the 
operation, German Flak and other ground units were ideally placed to 
intercept subsequent parachute drops. 

Below: The remains of a British Horsa glider. Gliders offered the 
advantage of putting down a platoon of men in one spot. Paratroops 
could be more scattered and take longer to prove an effective force. 
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into Germany's industrial 
heartland before winter Given 
the collapse of German forces on 
the eastern front, the operation 
held out the prospect of ending 
the war in 1944. 

OVER BY CHRISTMAS 

The German defence rested on a 
line of rivers running parallel to 
the front line. The first obstacles 
faced by the Allies were the 
Meuse-Escaut and Zuid-Willems 
canals. Some 25 km northeast 
lay the river Maas T with a bridge 
at Grave. A major bridge lay 
over the river Waal at Nijmegen, 
15 km northeast of Grave. A 
further 1 5 km north of Nijmegen 
was the biggest obstacle of all; 
the lower Rhine. There was a 
modern road bridge at Amhern 
plus a railway bridge and a ferry 
crossing just upstream. 
Field Marshal Model 
anticipated an Allied airborne 
assault, but expected the blow to 
fall further to the east. Although 
he gave orders to prepare the 
target bridges for demolition, 
permission for their destruction 
was withheld. Whether under 
Hitler's direct instructions or not. 
Model seems to have intended 
some sort of operational level 
counter- stroke for which he 
would need the bridges intact. 
Some of his subordinate 
commanders criticized this after 
the war, arguing quite correctly, 
thai if all these great bridges had 
been dynamited without delay, 
the 4 Arnhem campaign' need 
never have happened. 

POTENT OPPOSITION 

Allied intelligence believed that 
the only opposition to their elite 
airborne forces would be 
German units of old men, 
teenage conscripts and Dutch SS 
men who could not wait to 
change sides, However, the 
Germans had received timely 
reinforcements. The veteran 9th 
and 1 Oth SS panzer divisions had 
been sent to the area to refit and 
re-organize. For reasons still 
unclear today, British 
intelligence tost track of both 
divisions, and their presence so 
near to the airborne landing 



zones upset the Allied plan from 
the very beginning. 

On Sunday 1 7 September, an 
airborne armada droned over 
England, the noise bringing 
schoolchildren out of class to 
watch an apparenUy endless line 
of transports and gliders heading 
south. The formation was 16 km 
across and 150 km deep. Fewer 
than 50 Luftwaffe interceptors 
were available to attack, and they 
made no impression. Flak caught 
some as they neaxed the landing 
zones, but within 80 minutes 
there were 20,000 paratroopers 
on the ground, Model himself 
had to flee his headquarters as 
US paratroops formed up nearby. 
At the same time, the British 
XXX Corps attacked along the 
road to Eindhoven, the advance 
of the tanks preceded by a 
rolling artillery barrage that 
knocked out many of the anti- 
tank guns that lay in wait in 
nearby woods. 

ARNHEM BRIDGEHEAD 

The US 101st Airborne division 
captured the bridge over the 
canal at Vcghel. The US 82pd 
Airborne took ihe bridge at 
Grave. But the bridge at 
Nijmegen was held by the SS 
and although 2 Para, commanded 
by 34-year-old Major John Frost, 
seized one end of the bridge at 
Amhern. the battalion was 
isolated. The rest of the British 
1st Airborne division was outside 
the city, blocked by German 
forces more numerous and better 
trained than they had been led to 
expect. It did noL help that this, 
the division with the toughest 
mission, had lo be landed in two 
waves as there were not enough 
aircraft to carry them in one lift. 

Equally crucial was the 
German reaction, As a post-war 
British Army study commented, 
"2nd SS Corps reaction to the 
crisis reads like a staff command 
and control exercise". General 
Bittrich's II SS corps may have 
been in urgent need of rest and 
replenishment, but its veterans 
reacted with blistering speed. 

By the afternoon of 1 8 
September, tanks from the 
British Guards Armoured 
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iOWTGOMERY'S PLAN was simple: three-and-a-hatf airborne 
J divisions would (and along a 100 km corridor and the ground 
forces would charge along it to link up with them within three days. 
The road from Eindhoven to Arnhem was christened 'Hell's Highway' 
by the Americans, who had to hold it against repeated German 
counter-attacks. The problem was that the road, while a good one, 
was elevated on a bank for much of the way. The surrounding terrain 
was waterlogged and largely unsuitable for armoured vehicles. 






Above. Horrocks's armour raced along the raised main road which linked up 
the target bridges> The high silhouette of the advancing vehicles presented 
an irresistible target for welt-camouflaged German anti-tank crews. 

Below: The massive creeping barrage that preceeded the Allied armour failed 
to take out every German defended position The 30,000 vehicles of the XXX 
Corps took serious losses, 



Above: The ground on both sides of the road was \ 
support tracked vehicles, The Germans were well 
invasion plans had taken the terrain into account at 

Below: Model refused to demolish the Ntjmegen bridge, as he considered it 
vital for any German counter-attack. The S$ defenders nevertheless prepared 
charges, which in the event failed to go off. 

Bottom right: Two thousand three hundred trucks and 9 r QOQ engineers 
accompanied XXX Corps, ready to build Bailey bridges for the armour just in 
case any of the crossings in their path had been blown by the Germans. 




Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 27 



HlTttJfS BATTCfS 27 





Above: Determined German resistance to Market Garden was conducted 
by (from left to right} Feldmarscha! Model General Student SS- 
Obergruppenfuhrer Witfi Bittrich, Major Knaust and General Harmet. 




Above: Order ad to hold Arnhem for up to four days, the British clung to 
their positions for nine. They hoped in vain for the breakthrough of 
General Horrocks's XXX Corps, tying Just a few kms outside the town. 

Below: As German pressure increased it became obvious that the British 
forces had to be evacuated. On 25 September General Horrocks ordered 
General Urquhari's men to fall back. 




Division had linked up with the 
i 01 st at Eindhoven. By the 19th 
the ground troops were at 
Nijmegen: an advance of nearly 
80 km in 48 hours. But the same 
day saw the British Airborne 
admit defeat: 4 Para brigade tried 
but failed to reach 2 Para. The 
British formed a defensive 
perimeter at Oosterbeek while 2 
Para endured a series of 
increasingly heavy assaults that 
could only end one way unless 
help arrived soon. A 1 0th SS 
Panzer Division Kampfgntppe 
experienced the same thing at 
Nijmegen, clinging to the bridge 
in the teeth of intense artillery 
barrages and tanks firing across 
the river. 

SUICIDE MISSION 

Nijmegen was taken by a 
desperate gamble. The 3/504 
Parachute Infantry paddled over 
the Waal in assault boats at 1530 
on the 20th. They crossed 
downstream where the German 
defenders were thinly stretched, 
bul within a few minutes alert 
German observers directed 
artillery and mortar fire on to the 
river. The bridge itself was taken 
by a suicidal British tank 
platoon: four Shermans charged 
it through a smokescreen 
thickened by nearby buildings 
burning down. German engineers 
were among the bridge girders, 
secured by harnesses, checking 
the demolition charges. The 
tanks shot them down with their 
machine guns as their drivers 
worked up to top speed. British 
artillery silenced the 88 mm 
guns guarding the bridge exit. 
When a frantic German officer 
pressed the plunger to detonate 
the charges, nothing happened. 
The road to Arnhem lay open. 

DEATHRIDE 

The SS had attempted to rush 2 
Para on Arnhem bridge the 
previous day. Viktor Graebner, 
commander of 9th SS Panzer 
Division's reconnaissance 
battalion led the charge, straight 
over the bridge. It was the sort of 
bold manoeuvre that worked on 
the Russian front and for which 
Graebner had just received the 



Ritterkreuz. But the Paras 
greeted the armoured cavalcade 
with PI AT bombs and 6-pdr anti- 
tank guns, Graebner was killed 
and the wreckage of his battalion 
lay on the bridge for the rest of 
the battle. As one paratroop 
officer-turned historian wrote, "it 
was a typical armoured 
commander's approach to an 
infantry problem" 

ABSOLUTE HELL 

The Germans had captured an 
intact set of operational orders 
from a crashed glider, so they 
had full details of where the 
101st were deployed and what 
they were trying to achieve. 
German airborne commander 
Kurt Student wrote* "I knew 
more than anybody else that an 
airborne landing is at its weakest 
in the first few hours, and must 
be sorted out quickly and 
determinedly *\ However, Student 
began the fight with very few 
units he could rely on t whereas 
the Americans were veteran 
airborne troops, the best in the 
US Army, 

2 Para's last stand ended in 
surrender on 21 September, 
Officers and men of 2 SS Panzer 
Corps were united in praise for 
Frost's men - — and the rest of 
the division now pinned against 
the Rhine. As one German NGO 
remembered, "This was a harder 
battle than any I fought in 
Russia, It was constant close 
range hand-to-hand fighting, The 
English were every where,,, it 
was absolute Hell". Another 
commented, 'The only way to 
get the British out of the houses 
was feet first'*. The Germans 
dubbed the Arnhem sector, the 
b witches cauldron*. The paras 
refused to stay in their perimeter 
and launched frequent counter- 
attacks. The SS resorted to their 
usual tricks, on one occasion an 
ambulance drew r up to rescue the 
wounded, but out came a section 
of stormtroops. sub-machine 
guns blazing. There were 
atrocities on both sides. 

'Operation Market Garden' 
was defeated along 'Hell's 
Highway'. The British landed 
the Polish Parachute Brigade late 
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British 2nd Army 
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Front lino on 16 September 

Front line on 26 August 

Front line on 13 August 

Boundary between Allied army groups 

Boundary between Allied armies 



Map: After the slogging match in Normandy* the Seine crossing and the 
break-ottt proceeded at break-neck speed. The Channel ports were 
isolated and optimists predicted victory by Christmas. 

Right: The egotistical Montgomery persuaded Eisenhower to give him 
the materials to execute his predicted coup de grace on German forces 
in the West. Horrocks {left} and his XXX Corps were to have top bitting. 
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Above: initial resistance by the iocs! Dutch $S battalions was tight but 
German opposition was soon stiffened by the experienced veterans of 
the 9th and 10th SS panzer divisions. 

Right: The fatal delay. Between four and six hours elapsed before British 
troops could arrive at Arnhem bridge. Progress was slowed by 
enthusiastic Dutch civilians welcoming their liberators. 

Below: 2 Para reached the bridge, but were then cut of from further 
support, A German assault on the bridge was beaten off, but the lightly 
armed British troops soon ran short of ammunition. 
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on 2 ] September, dropping 
them south of the Rhine, the 
other side of the river from I st 
Airborne division. But the 
Germans prevented them from 
breaking through to Arnhem. 
The next day at Vegheh two 
Kampfgruppen counter- 
attacked, with German 
Falhchirmjager and a panzer 
brigade spearheading the 
assaults. The advancing British 
XXX Corps was obliged to pull 
back one of its armoured 
brigades to keep the road open. 
On 24 September the road was 
cut south of Veghel by BataiUon 
Jimgwirth. The German battle 
groups suffered grievous losses, 
but they slowed the northward 
progress of XXX corps while a 
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new defensive line was 
established north of iNijmegen. 

BRITISH EVACUATION 

The ground between Nijmegen 
and Arnhem is a low-lying 
'island" ringed by rivers and too 
swampy for armoured vehicles 
to manoeuvre off-road. The 
British pushed forward an 
infantry division, the 43rd 
We s sex, which managed lo 
reach the beleaguered 
paratroops on 22 September. 
But it was a token effort, 
achieved with boats. Unless a 
bridge could be secured, the 
airborne division was doomed, 
On 25 September the survivors 
were withdrawn over the Rhine. 
It was a difficult and dangerous 



operation, attempting to pull out 
from a small perimeter 
surrounded by a vigilant enemy 
determined to overrun the 
position before it could be 
reinforced. Just over 2 T 000 men 
got away. The Germans 
captured 6,000 men from 1st 
Airborne — more than half of 
them wounded, 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR 

Within 24 hours of the 
withdrawal and surrender of 1 st 
Airborne division, Montgomery 
signalled London that the 
failure to secure a bridgehead 
over the Lower Rhine would not 
affect operations "eastwards 
against the Ruhr". This was 
nonsense. Between them, Model 



and Student had denied the 
Allies a strategic victory that 
could have dramatically 
foreshortened the war. 

The battle did not end with 
the loss of the Allied 
bridgehead. The forces north of 
Nijmegen were involved in 
heavy fighting into October and 
their records are incomplete. 
Total Allied casualties amounted 
to 13,000 men. Total German 
losses are estimated at 6-8,000. 

Montgomery's gamble had 
failed. The blood of his elite 
troops had been spilt merely to 
gain a salient in the German 
line. From this point a new 
Allied offensive would be 
launched in time. But this 
would not come until 1945, 
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Garden 



Map: Operation Market Garden perfectly illustrated both 
the strengths and weaknesses of airborne operations, 
Montgomery's failure ensured that Allied campaigning 
would be limited to the West of the Rhine until 1945. 
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American attacks from 17 Sapt ember 
German counter attacks 
British attacks from 17 September 
Polish attacks from 21 September 
— German Fronline 26 September 1944 



British drop zone 



American drop zone 
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In both East and West, the Experten of the 
planes out off the air by the thousand. 
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^^^*m IGHTER "aces' were 


^M feted hv both sides 


^m during World War I. 


^M Their individual. 


1 knight-like exploits 


BmJI 1 made a welcome 


1 contrast to the anonymous 


^^ ^^J slaughter of the trenches* 


^^^k Five enemy aircraft was the 


^^ 1 threshold for 'ace' status. 


1 although a number of outstanding 


1 pilots achieved personal * scores' 


1 far in excess. In Germany, ever- 


^gg^k higher scores were demanded 


before the award of the coveted 


^^^^J ■■.«jjj)8< pour le me'rite - the Empire's 


highest award for gallantry also 


known as the 'Blue Max'. It did 


m ^usm^. n ^t grace Hermann Goe ring's 


W^^ neck until 1918, when he had 


shot down more than 20 enemy 


aircraft. 


From 1 939 Goering would 


preside over a similar system as 


Ih^^ Hitler's top fliers competed for 


the Ritterkreuz, the Knight's 


Cross of the Iron Cross. As in 


World War L thresholds had to be 


raised several times, and superior 


grades of Ritterkreuz were 


introduced to cope with the 


I soaring victory tallies of the 


Luftwaffe aces, known as 


i experten. Thirty-five German 


^ ^^^^^M ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ aces 150 or more 


1 Allied aircraft; the top ten 


1 experten destroyed 2,552 


1 between them. 


1 TACTICAL ADVANTAGE 


1 The Luftwaffe had a head start 


1 over its opponents thanks to 


1 Hitler's intervention in the 


1 Spanish Civil War. The Condor 


Legion included a number of 


future top-scoring aces, including 


Werner Molders who brought 


down 14 Republican aircraft. 


Combat experience in Spain 


led the Luftwaffe to jettison some 


First World War tactics and 


develop new ones. This was to be 


the Germans' greatest advantage 


at the beginning of the Second 


World War. They had a first class 


jj fighter aircraft in the 


• Messersehmitt Bf- 1 09 - but the 


! British Spitfire was its equal, and 


1 in capable hands, the Hurricane 


I could more than hold its own. 


1 However, the RAF remained 


1 wedded to pre-war tactics well 
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Goering's 'pin-up Boys 
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into 1940, British squadrons 
persisted in flying in tight three- 
plane Vks 1 that required the 
pilots to concentrate on 
formation flying. They should 
have been checking the sky, most 
notably towards the sun. German 
fighters tlew in looser pairs and 
tour-ship formations known as 
schwarme. Dubbed y finger four" 
by the British, who eventually 
copied it, the Schwann consisted 
of two pairs positioned like the 
fingers of an outstretched hand, 
A number of German pilots 
ran up impressive victory scores 
against the British. Werner 
Molders scored 31 kills during 
the Battle of Britain and another 
22 in the West before he was 
posted to Russia. Major Helmut 
Wick became the top-scoring ace 
of the time on the morning of 28 
November 1940, shooting down 
another Spitfire for a total of 56 
kills. But Wick's total was 
quickly passed: Haupimann 
Hans-Joachim Marseille 
eventually scored 158 kills. 151 
over North Africa; on one 
occasion he shot down 17 RAF 
aircraft in a single day. 

AERIAL MASSACRE 

Victories for the Luftwaffe 
fighter pilots became scarce after 
the Battle of Britain, But the 
drought was only temporary. 
New and vastly richer killing 
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grounds soon presented 
themselves. Opportunities came 
in North Africa, and from June 
1941, the 'anti-Bolshevik 
crusade' began in the East. 

WAR OVER THE REICH 

Two years on. the Luftwaffe's 
primary role had evolved into 
home defence. British heavy 
bombers attacked the Reich by 
night; US bombers struck by day. 
The nocturnal air war produced 
its own aces, including two pilots 
credited with over 100 kills. 

The day war initially pitted 
the fighters again si unescorted 
American bombers, The bombers 
flew in close formations so that a 
fighter could be brought under 
fire from a frightening number of 
heavy machine guns. However, if 
a bomber could be detached from 
the formation, ii could be 
destroyed with far less risk to the 
attacking fighters. 

This was formally recognized 
by the German 'scoring system' 
that charted a pilot's progress 
towards the highest gallantry 
awards, The destruction of a 
four-engine bomber was worth 3 
points, but to separate one from 
the formation was still worth 2. 
Shooting down a fighter was 
worth J point. Twenty points 
earned the German Cross in 
Gold; 40 points garnered a 
Knighfs Cross. 



WHETHER THEY LIKED ii or 
not, many 'aces' found 
themselves popular icons, 
inundated with fan mail and a 
vehicle for government 
propaganda. 

The National Socialists were 
obsessed with hero worship- The 
pilot's life was superficially 
glamorous and the Experten 
became role models for young 
German boys. 

Far left: Werner Molders was the 
top-scoring ace of the Spanish 
Civil War. The first recipient of 
the Knight's Cross with Oak 
Leaves and Swords, he had 1 15 
kit is when he died in 1941. 

Left; Hans Joachim Marseilles, 
the highest scorer in the Western 
theatre, was feted as the 'Star of 
Africa' by the Nazi press. 



"As long as I (an shoot 
down the enemy, 
adding to the honour 
of the Rkhthofen 
Geschwader and the 
success of the 
Fatherland, I will be a 
happy man. I want to 
fight and die fighting, 
taking with me as 
many of the enemy as 
possible." 

Major Helmut Wick, 5? 
victories, killed in action 
28 November 1040, aged 



Qberstkuttumt Egon Mayer 
discovered that the best method 
of attacking the US homber 
formations was train directly 
ahead, and slightly above. - " 1 2 
O'clock High\ Fewer of the 
bombers" guns pointed forward 
and a burst into the cockpit was 
the most certain way to bring 
them down. However, the closing 
speeds were terrifying and the 
fighter had, at best, one second in 
which to shoot before he had to 
break away or collide with his 
target. The USAAF eventually 



added a chin turret to their B- 
17s, but Mayer's tactic remained 
in use until the end of the war. 

Some Focke-Wulf Fw 190s 
were fitted with up to six 20-mm 
cannon, giving them every 
chance of destroying a bomber in 
a single pass. But they were 
slower and less manoeuvrable as 
a result, requiring fighter escort 
to protect them from Allied 
single-seaters, Using R4M 
unguided air-to-air rockets 
involved a similar trade-off 
between firepower and 
performance. 

Regardless of weapon fit, or 
fighter type, a minority of pilots 
accounted for a large proportion 
of kills. At least 15 Experten shot 
down over 20 USAAF four- 
engine bombers each, and three 
destroyed over 30. 

TABLES TURNED 

The appearance of North 
American P-5 1 Mustangs over 
Berlin signalled the likely 
outcome of the war, although 
Goering denied their existence as 
if he could wish them away. 
During 1Q44 many of the 
Experten ran out of luck, Allied 
fighters were as good as or better 
than their German opponents, 
and there were many more of 
them, Allied pilots went into 
battle after extensive training 
whereas new Luftwaffe pilots 
were flung into action with less 
and less preparation. Allied fliers 
reported a steady drop in the 
average quality of their 
opponents, although an encounter 
with one of the Experten was 
always a disagreeable surprise, 

JET DEBUT 

In the last months of the war, a 
number of aces came together to 
form JV44 t a squadron of 
Messerschmitt Me 262 jets. This 
elite unit pitted the world's fust 
operational jets, flown by some 
of the world's greatest pilots, 
against overwhelming odds, 
Adolf Galland. ace pilot and 
General der Jagdfiieger. said 
after his first test flight that a 
couple of hundred Me 262s could 
halt the Allied bomber offensive 
in a matter of days. But immature 
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technology could not compensate 
for numerical inferiority. Rushed 
into service, the Messersehmttfs 
engines had an average life of ten 
hours: they were unreliable, 
vulnerable to flameout and the 
loss of one engine usually 
triggered a fatal spin. 

Even with these handicaps, 22 
Me 262 pilots became jet aces. 
Obers? Heinz Bar's 16 kills have 
yet to be surpassed by any jel 
(Tier. Lacking effective jets of 
their own, the Allies ambushed 
the Me 262s near their bases. 
With half of all Me 262 losses 
occurring in this way. pilots had 
to slip back to their airfields as 
close to the deck as they dared, at 
what became known as ^nighfs 
Cross height" . 

Several aces were honoured 
after their death by having their 
unit named after them. Werner 
Molders (115 victories) was the 
first to be so commemorated: 
ironically, he died as a passenger 
when the Heinkel taking him 
back to Germany for Ernst 
Udet's funeral crashed. Oberst 
Walter Oesau (123 victories) of 
JG 1 was shot down and killed 
after a long battle with a P-3S 
over the Ardennes in May i 944. 

EAGLE IN FLAMES 

Kommando Nowotny was 
unusual in that it was named 
after the ace before his demise. 
He had joined JG54 as a new 
pilot just before the invasion of 
Russia, and between June 1941 
and October 1 943 he was 
credited with 255 kills. The 22- 
y ear-old Austrian, holder of the 
Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves* 
Swords and Diamonds, was then 
taken off operations. However, a 
year later Nowotny got himself 
appointed to take over a unit 
testing the Me 262 in combat. 

He took charge, transforming 
an unsuccessful outfit into an 
elite unit that impressed General 
Galland when he visited on 7 
November. The next day, 
Nowotny was caught by a 
Mustang as he nursed his Me 262 
hack to the runway on only one 
engine. USAAF Lieutenant 
Stevens only had time tor a short 
burst before pulling away to 



" LTHOUGH NOT a fighter ace, 
LHans Ulrrch Rudel was one of 
the most remarkable men to 
fight for Hitler's Luftwaffe. Flying 
an extraordinary total of 2,530 
combat missions in the obsolete 
Junkers Ju 87, he destroyed 523 
Soviet tanks, 300 other vehicles, 
one battleship, a cruiser and a 
d est oyer as well as countless 
other targets. He also gained 
nine air victories whilst flying the 
Focke-Wulf Fw 190. 

Shot down 30 times, he 
rescued six aircrew members 
from hostile territory and was 
wounded five times. He was the 
only man to win the Knight's 
Cross with Golden Oak Leaves, 
Swords and diamonds. 

After the war Rudel, an 
unrepentant Nazi, lived in 
Argentina whilst supporting 
extremist right-wing 
organisations in the FRG. In 1976, 
two Luftwaffe generals were 
compelled to resign for failing to 
prevent Bundeswehr officers 
from participating in a Rudel 
testimonial. He created a final 
scandal in 1982 when Luftwaffe 
planes took part in an unofficial 
fly-past at his funeral. 

Right: Rudel demonstrates the 
optimum attack angle to destroy a 
Soviet T34 tank. 




Below: The charismatic and 
outspoken Oberleutnant Helmut 
Wick {left} discusses tactics during 
a break in the Battle of Britain, 
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Hitoer's War KUcHinc 




RED MIST 




THE RUSSIAN AIR FORCE proved a very soft opponent and the 
source of thousands of easy kills'. Beginning the war with 
Inferior aircraft and a desperate shortage of radio equipment, they 
were little more than target stothe vastly superior Luftwaffe. 

Stalin had one of his air force generals shot for complaining about 
the poor quality of Soviet aircraft, so every flier from the most junior 
pilot to regimental commanders knew they could expect no mercy from 
their superiors. The result was an aerial massacre that lasted until 1944. 
Russian casualty rates were so high that only a tiny fraction of pilots 
lasted long enough to win the experience necessary to survive. 

By mid-war, German units on the Eastern Front included a 
formidable number of men with over 500 combat missions logged 
in the same aircraft. The top seven experten were all eastern front 
fliers, at their head the lethally effective Major Erich Hartmann who 
shot down 3S2 Allied aircraft (345 Soviet machines plus seven US 
Mustangs at the end of the war). Whereas Molders received the 
Rttterkreuz after his twentieth victory in May 1940, by 1944 some 
pilots with JG52 in Russia did not receive the award until they had 
shot down over 100 enemy machines. 





Normandy in 1944. Two youthful pilots discuss a recent sortie in the 

foreground as mechanics wheel a Messerschmitt 'Gustav' under cover. 

[ Enthusiasm couid not compensate for lack of experience as ever younger 

pilots were thrown unprepared into battle. 



Above: A pilot paints the twelth 'kii¥ on the tail of his Messerschmitt Bf 
1Q9F during the initial phase of disastrous eastern crusade, The lack of 
red stars denotes that the first four victories were scored in the West. 

Above left: Luftwaffe personnel examine the wreckage of a crashed 
llyushin H-2 Storm ovik ground attack aircraft in the summer of 1944. 



avoid the flak defences, but the 
jet burst into flames and spun in. 

GERMAN TURNCOAT 

One ace the Luftwaffe tried to 
forget, both before and after the 
war ended, was Oberfetdwehel 
Franz-Josef Beerenbrock. 
Awarded the Knight's Cross with 
Oak Leaves after his KMKh kill in 
August 1942, he was forced to 
crash-land behind Russian lines 
on 9 November after a dogfight 
in which he accounted for three 
Soviet aircraft. He became one of 
the founders of the BDO or Build 
Deutscher Offiziere - the anti- 
Nazi organization formed in 
Russia from German prisoners- 
of- war. Beerenbrock w as half- 
Russian himself, and his old unit 
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reported a marked improvement 
in Soviet air force tactics shortly 
after his capture. Whether he had 
'gone Red\ as was rumoured in 
JG1 has never been established. 
He remained silent on the subject 
after his return to West Germany 
in 1949. 

STRENGTH IN DEPTH 

For every Experte with a score in 
triple figures, there were dozens 
of pilots with high scores by 
Allied standards - and it should 
be noted that the German 
procedure for verification was 
actually tougher than that of their 
enemies. 

Horst Petzschler was a typical 
example: a 20-year-old enlisted 
man, he volunteered for the 
Luftwaffe in April 1941 and 
completed his training nearly two 
years later Assigned to fly FW 
190s in the ground-attack role on 
the Russian front, he scored his 
first victory on 1 1 May 1943. 
shooting down a Yak-7. His next 
two kills were achieved six 
months later, both on 10 
November. There was another 6- 
month gap before he shot down 
two more Soviet aircraft in May 

1944. Thirteen kills followed in 
the next four months when he 
served with JG3. By the time he 
flew to internment in Sweden on 
4 May 1945, Oberfeidwebel 
Petzschler had shot down a 
fascinating variety of Allied 
aircraft: six I1-2S, four Pe-2s, 
three Yak-9s, three Lagg-5s, two 
P-51 Mustangs, two Yak-3s, one 
Lagg-7,one B-17 Flying Fortress, 
one B-24 Liberator, one A-20, 
and one MiG-3. 

He was downed 13 times 
himself: Soviet anti-aircraft fire 
forced him to bail out once and to 
crash-land eleven times, and he 
had to take to his parachute after 
losing a fight with a P-5 1 over 
Magdeburg, He was awarded the 
Iron Cross first and second class. 

Nearly half the lop-scoring 
Experten were dead by May 

1 945. But the greatest of them all, 
25-year-old Erich Hartmanm 
survived ten years in a Russian 
prison camp to return to Germany 
and play a major role in shaping 
the new West German air force. 



SIMPLY THE BEST 




Above: With 352 'kilts', Erich 
Hartmann (7922-2000) was the 
most successful fighter pilot in the 
history of aerial combat. This 
picture, taken on 2 October 7S43, 
shows Staffelkapttan Hartmann 
with his Messerschmrtt Bf 1Q9G 
on the Eastern Front 

flight; Hartmann's record is ait the 
more remarkable since he did not 
make his combat debut untii 
October 1942 f and he had under 
30 victories by the summer of 
1943. His unit, JG 52, was the 
Luftwaffes highest scoring, with 
some 11,000 Wis' acredited. 

Below: Hartmann, dubbed 'the 
Black Devil of the Ukraine' by the 
Russians, receives his BriManten 
(Diamonds} from Hitler at 
Rastenburg on 26 August 1944 in 
recognition of his then tally of 300 
victories. Imprisoned for 10 years 
by the Soviets, he returned to 
Germany in 1955 when he joined 
the Bundeswehr, becoming 
Kommodore of the 'Richthofen* 
Jagdgesch wader. 
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NSTJTIJTLDLN I8l3by 
Frtedench WilheJm III of 
Prussia, the Eisemes 
Kreuz or Iran Cross was 
the best known and most 
highly regarded of all 



uerman awards tor valour. 

Aw ard ed o n I y i n w art i m e , the 
Iron cross was reconstituted by 
Hitler al the outbreak of World 
War fJ, There wore lour grades: 
Second Class, Firsl Class. 
Knights Cross and Grand Cross, 
although the sole wearer of the 
latter was Hermann Goering. 

The Iron Cross was awarded 
foi bravery in the lace of the 
enemy, or lor actions above and 
beyond the call of duty. 
Approximately three million 
Second Class awards (EKII) 
were made, though many were 
presented to German allies or to 
civilians. Only those who 
already held the HKT1 were 
eligible to receive the hirst 
Class medal, or EKL Precise 
numbers of recipients are n*»( 
known, but may have exceeded 
500JOQO 

The Ritterkreuz or Knight's 
Cross of the Iron Cross was 



intended to bridge the gap 
between the Iron Cross 1st 
Class and the Grassk re uz or 
■Grand Cross. Awarded for 
conspicuous heroism or for 
outstanding command 
performance, the Knight's cross 
was much harder to win than 
the standard medal. 

It came in live classes. These 
were, in ascending order of 
precedence, the Ritterkreuz 
(7,200 awarded); Ritterkreuz 
mil Eicheniaub or Knighfs 
Gross with Oak Leaves (853 
recipients); Ritterkreuz ftiit 
Ewhenktuh and Schwerten or 
Knight's Cross w i ill Oak 
Leaves and Swords (150 



Eicheniaub, Schwerten wut 
Brillianten or Knight's d 
\\ nil Oak Leaves, Swords and 
Diamonds (27 recipients j: and 
Ritterkreuz mil galdenen 
Eicheniaub* Schwerten umi 
Brillianten or Knight's Cross 
with Golden Oak Leaves, 
Swords and Diamonds. The 
only recipient of the Golden 
Oak leaves was the phenomenal 
Stuka pilot. Hans-Ulrich Rude!. 




„_ Hitter deliberately 
adopted a modest dress style. 
The only decoration he always 
wore was the Iron Cross First 
Cfass which he had won as a 
battalion runner in the trenches 
during World War I 

Left: Field Marshal Erwin Rommel 
examines the Normandy defences 
with his chief of staff, Knight's 
Cross holder Hans Spiedel. 
Rommel was awarded the 
Knights Cross in W40 f with the 
Oakteaves coming in 1941, 
Swords in January 1942 and 
Diamonds in March 1943. 
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Above: A uniform coat once owned by General leutnant Eugen-Ht 
Bleyer, who was awarded the Knights Cross in December 1941. At the 
time he was an Oberstleutnant, commanding Infantry Regiment 379. 
Wearers devised a variety of methods to secure their decorations, 
including hooks, cord and etastic. in the field they would often 
substitute the original medal for an iron Cross First Class, the original 
being stored for safekeeping . 

Right: An Iron Cross First Class of the First World War, bearing the 
monogram of Kaiser Withetm IL Holders of the award from 191 4-1318 
could wear them on their World War II uniforms, further awards being 
marked by a bar or Spange worn on the medal ribbon. 
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Left: The Iron Cross Second 
Class was awarded for a single 
act of bravery, not necessarily in 
battle. At the award ceremony 
the medal ribbon was 
suspended from the second 
buttonhole of the tunic. The 
cross itself was only worn on 
official occasions: in daily use 
only the ribbon was worn on a 
ribbon bar or in the buttonhole. 

Far left: To be eligible for the 
Iron Cross First Class, a recipient 
had to be recommended for the 
EKII at least three times, The 
medal was permanently worn 
on the left breast pocket 
though as with alt grades of the 
Iron Cross most used a duplicate 
of the medal keeping the 
original safe. 

Right: Der Kriegsorden des 
Deutschen Kreuzes or 'War 
Order of the German Cross* was 
introduced on 28 September 
7941. ft was designed to span 
the significant gap between the 
EKI and the Ritterkreuz, 
Awarded in Silver and Gold - 
the cloth and metal versions of 
the German Cross in Gold are 
seen here - a recipient had to 
perform seven to ten actions 
over and above that necessary 
to win the EKI. Approximately 
25,000 crosses were awarded, 
the majority in Gold. 

Below left: In 7940 it became 
clear that new, higher grades of 
the Knight's Cross were 
required. The Oak leaves were 
awarded for extreme bravery or 
for a long period of excellence in 
command. Hitter approved at! 
higher awards personally. 











Above: A miniature set of medals to be worn at the lapel while in 
civilian clothing or in evening dress. This set belonged to a veteran 
of World War I in service with the fire protection police. The medals 
include the WWI Honour Cross, instituted by President Hindenburg 
in 7934, the Fire Service Cross and the Iron Cross. 

Right: A parade group of medals which would have been worn by an 
experienced soldier who had served in both the eastern and western 
theatres. The group includes the Iron Cross Second Class, the War 
Merit Cross, the Russian Front Medal and the Westwall medal. 



HITLER'S THIRD REICH 43 



Hitler's Third Reich - Issue 27 




OF THE THIRD REICH 



wessel, Horst (1907-1930) 



Horst Wessel, the street thug who 
woufd become a Nazi 'saint' after 
his violent death, was born in 
Bielefeld on 9 October 1907. He 
was the son of an Evangelical 
pastor. He went to Berlin as a 
student, but became involved in 
right-wing politics. In 1926 he 
joined the NSDAP, and his 
penchant for violence saw him 
rise quickly in the SA. Late in the 
1920s he took command of the 
SA's Sturmabteilung 5, located in 
the strongly Communist area of 
Friedrichshain. 

Wessel's political interest 
declined when he fell in love with 



an ex-prostitute. She was tracked 
down to their apartment by her 
former pimp, All Hohler, who 
had Communist connections. 
Hohler burst in accompanied by 
several flotfronf activists, and in 
a struggle Wessel was shot in 
the mouth. 

Dr Goebbels saw this squalid 
affair as a propaganda 
opportunity, and reported on 
Wessel's condition daily in the 
party newspaper Der Angriff, 
When he died on 23 February, 
Wessel became "a blood witness 
for the movement' 7 . A poem 
written by Wessel, published in 



Der Angriff on 23 September 
1929, was set to the music of a 
sailor's song and became the 
Hor$t-W&ssei-Ued t often known 
as Die Fahne hoch or 'Raise the 
Flag,' An undeniably catchy tune, 
it became a second national 
anthem in Nazi Germany, Many 
streets and military formations 
would later bear the name of 
Horst Wessel. AM Hohler was 
murdered by SA men in 1933. 

Right: Joseph Goebbels used the 
sordid death of Horst Wesset to 
create a Nazi martyr, a process 
accelerated by the catchy tune the 
SA brawler had written. 



^w 









Westerberk 

Known as The gateway to 
Auschwitz', the Westerbork 
camp in Holland was originally 
built in 1939 to house Jewish 
refugees from Germany; With 
the German triumph in 1940 it 
was taken over by the 
occupation forces, who 
subordinated control to the 
Dutch ministry of Justice. By 
1942, there were 1,600 Jews In 
the camp, living in what were 
relatively good conditions by 
concentration camp standards. 

In the summer of 1942 the 
camp was taken over by the the 
Nazi security police, and 
capacity expanded to 10,000. 
On 15 July, the Germans began 
deporting Dutch Jews to the 



extermination camps In the 
east, using the camp at 
Westerbork and another smaller 
camp at Vught as collection and 
transit facilities, 

In two years, over 100,000 
Jews passed through the camps, 
most destined for Sobobor and 
Auschwit2. The camp was 
eventually liberated by Canadian 
troops on 11 April 1945. 

Right: Westerbork in the winter of 
1942, after it had been expanded 
to hotd more than 10,000 
prisoners. About &0 T 000 Jews 
passed through the camp destined 
for Auschwitz. 



The Holocaust 



J Issue 34: Transit camps 




Westwatt 

Known to the British as the 
'Siegfried Line', the WestwaU was 
the main German defensive line 
against France. It ran along 
Germany's western border, from 
Switzerland through the Upper 
Rhine to the Palatine Forest and 
Saar Territory to the north of 
Aachen. Along this 630 km of 
frontier around 14,000 reinforced 
concrete bunkers and fighting 
positions were constructed, 
together with miles of 'dragon's 
teeth' anti-tank obstacle belts. 
Built under the leadership of 
Fritz Todt between May 1938 and 
the outbreak of war in September 
1939, the line cost more than 
three billion Reichsmarks. Its 
construction consumed S million 
tons of cement - a fifth of 




Above and right: The harsh terms 
of the treaty of Versaities and the 
even harsher occupation of the 
Rhineiand in the 1920s saw Hitter 
and the General Staff in 
agreement that France was 
Germany s natural enemy. The 
Westwafl was built in the 
expectation that the French would 
be the main enemy in any future 
European conflict. 
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Germany's annual production. It 
also used 1.2 million metric tons 
of steel or 5% of annual 
production; 20.5 million tonnes of 
filler materials; and close to one 
million cubic metres of timber or 
8% of the nation's annual wood 
consumption. Every day, 8,000 



railway freight trucks brought 
materials to the building sites, 
and ships and trucks delivered 4.5 
million tonnes. 

Along with the RAD and 
transport organisations, some 
100,000 workers from the Army 
fortification engineering corps 



and 350,000 members of the Todt 
Organisation were used. 

When the Allies finally attacked 
the line in 1944 and 1945, it had 
been stripped of some of its 
armament. Some of the bunkers, 
designed for pre-war weaponry, 
were too small for modern anti- 



tank weapons. In places the 
fortifications held up the 
advance, but in common with all 
defensive lines, the Westwail was 
not impregnable. 



Hitler's War Machine 



Issue 31: Fortress Europe 



Wewelsburg-Niederhagen 



One of the smaller camps in the 
system, Weweisberg was 
established as a sub-camp of 
Sachsenhausen. Located near 
the SS Reich Leadership School 
at the castle of Wewelsburg, 
near Paderborn, construction 
began at the end of 1939 and 
the first detainees arrived early 
in 1940. 

Weweisberg had a very mixed 
inmate population, including 
political prisoners, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, homosexuals and 
habitual criminals. It was also 
the main Gestapo execution site 
for Westphalia. From September 
1941 to May 1943 Weweisberg 
was an autonomous camp with 
a population of about 1,200, but 



in the summer of 1943 it was 
downgraded to be a satellite of 
Buchenwald* Most prisoners 
were moved, the remaining 50 
or so being housed in a factory, 
In 1944 the camp was used for 
training the Hitler Youth, and at 
the end of the war it became a 
refugee camp for Voiksdeutsch 
fleeing the Russians. 

Although only 3,900 prisoners 
passed through Weweisberg, 
the brutal conditions meant that 
mortally exceeded 30 percent - 
1,300 died in the camp. 

Right: The death certificate for a 
prisoner killed at Weweisberg. 
The cause of death was not given, 
though most prisoners died 
through HI treatment 
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Weygand, Maxim (1867-1965) 



Born in Brussels, possibly an 
illegitimate son of of King 
Leopold II of Belgium, this 
French General was known to 
his men as The Little Bastard'. 
His only combat experience 
came as a cavalryman in the 
first days of World War I, after 
which he served on the staff of 
Ferdinand Foch> Retired as head 
of the French Army in 1935, he 
was recalled on the outbreak 
of war, taking command in 
the Levant. 

Summoned back to France in 
May 1940, he replaced General 
Qamelin as commander in chief. 



He could do little to stem the 
German Blitzkrieg, however, 
and on 13 June he 
recommended seeking an 
armistice with the Germans. 

Briefly minister of defence, he 
clashed with Laval and was sent 
to take command in Africa, 
Never happy with the Vichy 
accommodation with the 
Germans, he initiated secret 
contacts with the Allies. Sacked 
at the end of 1941, he was 
arrested by the SS in November 
1942 after protesting at the 
German occupation of the Vichy 
zone. Interned in Germany until 



1945, he was liberated by the 
Americans. He was arrested and 
charged as being a member of 
the Vichy government, but his 
refusal to cooperate with the 
Germans meant that he was 
released in May 1946. 

Right: Weygand was a tiny man, 
often described as looking like a 
retired jockey. Recalled to 
France at the height of the 
Blitzkrieg, he quickly became 
disheartened by Germany's 
apparent invincibility. 
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Wiesenthal, Simon (1908 - > 



Born in Buczacz in Austrian 
Galicia (which is now in the 
Ukraine), Simon Wiesenthal 
trained as an architect in Prague 
and practiced in Lvov After the 
Soviet takeover in 1939, he 
saved his family from 
deportation to Siberia by bribing 
an NKVD commissar. With the 
German invasion in 1941, he was 
sent to the Janovska 
concentration camp before being 
employed on forced labour at 
the Ostbahn railway works. 
Wiesenthal arranged for the 
underground to smuggle his 
wife, who was blonde and could 
pass as an Aryan, to Warsaw. 



He escaped from Ostbahn in 
1943, but was recaptured in 1944 
and sent back to Janovska, With 
the advance of the Red army the 
camp was evacuated, and 
Wiesenthal only just survived the 
ensuing death march which went 
via Plaszow, Gross Rosen and 
Buchenwald, ending up at 
Mauthausen. After the war 
Wiesenthal was reunited with his 
wife. He worked for the 
Americans, before opening the 
Jewish Historical Document 
Centre at Lin;. 

Wiesenthal dedicated his life 
to collecting information on 
Nazis in hiding, providing the 



first leads which eventually 
tracked down Adolf Eichmann. 
Since then, he has continued the 
enormous task of sifting through 
documents, witness testimony 
and news reports, piecing 
together dossiers on Nazis which 
are then presented to the 
appropriate authorities. If they 
fail to take action Wiesenthal has 
become expert at disseminating 
information to the press and 
other media. 

Right: Simon WiesenthaVs 
efforts to bring Nazis to justice 
have done much to ensure that 
the world does not forget the 
Holocaust, 
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Wilde Lager - Wild Camps 



Wltde Lager or wilde KZ- 'wild 
camps' - were concentration 
camps set up by the SA, police 
officials or senior Nazis in 1933 
immediately Hitler came to 
power. A law dated 28 February 
1933 provided for dissenters to 
be taken into Schutihaft 
(Protective Custody). The German 
public were informed that the 
camps were needed for the 
restoration of public order and 
security arid were legal under 
Article 48 of the Weimar 
Constitution, In reality the camps 
offered SA men the opportunity 
to practice a little extortion and 
revenge against rivals and 
enemies. Most were closed down 
after the first rush of arrests had 
fallen off. 

The camps that served for 
protective custody were: 
Ahrensbok (Schleswig-Holstetn), 
Ankenbuck (Baden), 
Augustusburg (Saxony), Bad 
SuUa {Thuringia), Benninghausen 
(Lippstadt district), Bornim bei 
Potsdam, Brandenburg an der 



Havel, BrauweMer, near Cologne, 
Breitnau (Hesse-Nassau), 
Bremen-Ochtumsand (prison 
ship), Bremmerhaven 
( "Lang I utjen" ), Bresla u-Durrgoy, 
Chemnitz and Colditz (satellite 
camps to Sachsenburg), 
Columbia-Haus in Berlin, Dresden 
(jail), Dresden-Drachenberge (part 
of Sachsenburg), Fuhlsbuttel 
(Hamburg), Goilnow (Pomerania), 
Gotteszell bei Schwab Gmund, 
Hainewalde (Saxony), Kemna, 
Kislau (Baden), Konigstein 
(Saxony), Leipzig (women's 
concentration camp in St 
George's Hospital), Leschwitz bei 
Gorlitz, Lichtenburg, Osthofen bei 
Worms, Quedenau (East Prussia), 
Reichenbach (Vogtland), Rosslau 
(Anhalt), Sachsenburg (not closed 
until summer 1937), Sonnenburg 
(Neumark), Stettin-Bredow, 
Taufkirchen (Bavaria), Ulm- 
Kuhberg and the Garrison 
Guardhouse, Werden (Rhine 
Province), Wrttmoor (Hamburg), 
Zschochau (Saxony) and 
Zwickau (Saxony). 




Above Stormtroopers prepare to 

round up opponents of the Nazis. 
Their actions in imprisoning their 
enemies had a thin veneer of 
legality, since the SA had been 
sworn in as auxiliary police* 



See also Nazi Horrors 
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Winterhilfe - Winter Relief 



An annual charity organised to 
help the National soziaiistische 
Volkswoh ffahrt o r N a ti o n a I 
Socialist People's Welfare 
Organisation. Hitler described the 
Winterhilfe asa means of 
educating the people in the 
direction of National Socialism 
and he hoped to show the 
government as a benevolent 
guardian of the public. 
Once a year, all Nazi 
organisations were expected to 
make their personnel available on 
a specified Sunday for an 
extensive street collection. 
Functionaries of the party along 
with stars of the theatre and 
cinema appeared at central 



locations in cities to shake 
collecting boxes. Contributors 
received a lapel button in return. 
In the early days of the Nazi 
regime, Jewish owners of 
department stores were expected 
to make disproportionately large 
contributions, The Volkhcher 
Beobachter reported the amount 
raised in collections in bold 
headlines. Those who refused 
to contribute were denounced as 
bourgeois Speisser- Philistines. 

Right: Volunteers eating during a 
Winterhilfe collection day. The 
programme also benefitted from 
Eintopf or 'one pot' meals. Money 
saved on serving one simple meat 
a week was donated to the cause, 




Winter War 

The Winter War of 1939-1940 
began when Finland, formerly a 
Russian province, refused Soviet 
demands for border adjustments. 
The Soviets attacked on 30 
November 1939, launching half a 
million men with massive 
armoured and air support against 
a Finnish army less than half as 
strong. But the Finns proved to 
be ferocious fighters, and the 
Soviets made no headway until 
they committed a further 500,000 
men under Marshal Timoshenko. 
The Finns signed an armistice 
in March 1940, after losing some 
25,000 men. Soviet losses were 
at least ten times higher, many 



soldiers freezing to death in the 
Arctic cold which on occasion fell 
to -50°C, 

The Soviet failure to dominate 
Finland convinced many 
Germans - Adolf Hitler and the 
High Command included - that 
the Soviet Union was a 
paper giant, and would be easy 
to conquer. 

Right: Familiarity with the terrain 
and weather meant that the 
Finns put up incredible 
resistance to the Soviet attack. 
The poor performance by the 
Red Army convinced Hitler 
that an invasion of the USSR 
was possible. 
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Wirth, Christian (1885-1944) 



Known as The Savage Christian', 
Wirth was one of the chief 
executive officers of the 'Final 
Solution'. Born in Wurtemmburg, 
he trained as a woodworker. After 
service as an NCO during World 
War I, he became a policeman, 
becoming notorious as a vicious 
Interrogator By 1939 he was a 
Krim ina fko m m issa r i n th e 
Stuttgart Kriminal PoIizeL 

Wirth joined the Nazi Party in 
1931, and at the outbreak of war 
began to specialise in the 
Euthanasia programme. He 
became a roving inspector, before 



being assigned to the Lublin area 
in 1941, where he worked with 
Odilo Globocnik to set up the first 
extermination camps. Wirth 
oversaw the building of Chelmno, 
Belzec, Sobibor, Majdanek and 
Treblnka. A tall, broad-shouldered 
sadist, Wirth supervised the 
killing of more than 1.5 million 
Jews at these camps. 

Promoted to Sturmbannfiihrer 
late in 1943, Wirth was sent along 
with Globocnik to Trieste, where 
they were to implement the 
deportation of Italian Jews 
following the fall of Mussolini's 



government, Wirth was shot on a 
trip to Fiume, probably by 
Yugoslav partisans, though 
rumours have circulated that he 
was killed by a Jewish revenge 
squad, or possibiy by disaffected 
members of his own unit. 

Right: Christian Wirth, art 

experienced and brutal police 
officer, was one of Himmler's most 
important subordinates when it 
came to putting the 'Final 
Solution' into effect. 



Sag also The Holocaust 
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Witzleben, Erwin von (1881 - 1944) 



Qorn in Breslau on 4 December 
1881, Erwin Job von Witzleben 
came from an old Prussian 
family. He joined the Imperial 
army in 1901, and spent most of 
the Great War in combat on the 
Western Front. Promoted slowly 
but steadily between the wars, he 
was a General in command of the 
important Berlin military district 
in 1938 during the Fritsch/ 
Blomberg affair. Outraged at the 
dishonour inflicted on the army, 
he was prepared to arrest Hitler if 
the high command had decided 
to act. From that moment, he was 
a dedicated foe of the Nazis. 



At the outbreak of war in 1939 
he commanded the 1st Army 
manning the Siegfried Line. He 
was one of the 12 new field 
marshals promoted after the fall 
of France. He commanded Army 
Group D from April 1941, 
simultaneously serving as 
Oberbefehlshaber West- 
Commander of the German 
armies in the West. 

In March 1942 he was retired 
from active service on the 
grounds that he was not fully 
committed to Hitler's plans. He 
was one of the oider conspirators 
when he became involved with 



the plot against Hitler and finally, 
despite religious reservations, 
accepted the necessity of an 
assassination attempt. In the 
event of success he would have 
been made supreme commander 
of the Wehrmacht. He was 
arrested on 21 July following the 
failure of the bomb plot, and 
condemned to death by the 
Volksgehcht on 8 August 1944, 
He was executed the same day. 

Right: Promoted more through 
seniority than ability, Erwin von 
Witzleben would have 
commanded the Wehrmacht had 
the July Plot succeeded. 




Wolff, Karl (1900 - 1975) 



Karl Friederich Otto Wolff was 
born in Darmstadt on 13 May 
1900, and as an 18-year-otd 
Guards lieutenant won both 
classes of Iron Cross in the last 
year of World War I. He was a 
member of the Hessian Freikorps 
until 1920, before prospering in 
the advertising business. Wolff 
joined the N5DAP and the SS in 
1931, becoming Heinrich 
Himmler's personal adjutant in 
July 1933. He was promoted to 
Gruppenfuhrer on 30 January 
1937, becoming Himmler's Chief 
of Staff, and in 1939 he was made 
SS liaison officer at the Fuhrer's 
Headquarters. In 1942 following 
Heydrich's death he was made 
Obergruppenfuhrer und General 
der Waffen-SS - in effect serving 



as second In command of the SS. 
Losing favour with Himmier after 
being named in a divorce case, 
Woiff was sent to Northern Italy in 
1943 as Higher SS and Police 
Leader. As military governor, he 
acted as liaison between Hitler 
and Mussolini's Saio republic. 
Convinced that the war was 
lost, Wolff held secret meetings in 
Switzerland with Alien Dulles of 
the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS) - the organisation that 
would become the CIA. At the end 
of the war Wolff negotiated the 
peaceful surrender of German 
forces in Italy. Wolff's cooperation 
meant that he avoided being tried 
at Nuremberg, being described as 
"The SS man with the clean 
waistcoat". In 1949 a German 



court sentenced him to four years, 
but he was released after serving 
less than a week. He returned to a 
successful advertising career in 
the 1950s. 

Evidence presented at the 
Eichmann trial in Israel in 1961 
did not show Wolff in such a good 
Hght, however, and in 1964 a 
Munich court sentenced him to 15 
years for involvement in the 
deportation of Jews to TreblEnka. 
He was released in 1971 and died 
in Rosenheim on 15 July 1975. 

Right: Seen here at Himmler's 
shoulder during an inspection visit 
to Mauthausen, 'Woffchen' had an 
agreeable personality. He was an 
essential fink between the 
Reich sfiihrer's personal office and 
Hitler's Chancellery. 




Wolfsschame | 'Wolff '$ Lair 9 ) 



Adoif Hitler used a number of 
military headquarters during 
World War II, but the most 
famous, and the one in which he 
spent the most time, was the 
'Wolf's Lair' deep in the forests of 
East Prussia. Located near the 
town of Rastenburg at the village 



of Gorlitz (now Gierloz in Poland), 
Et was a targe complex originally 
built for the invasion of Russia. 
The heavily-guarded facility 
covered several square 
kilometres, with a secure inner 
section for Hitler and his staff- 
The Fuhrer spent almost a year 



at the Wolfsschame between 
1941 and 1942, moving forwards 
to the Ukraine before moving 
back in October 1942. Hitler 
directed most of the rest of the 
war from this location, escaping 
with his Jife when Stauffenberg 
placed a bomb under his table on 



the 20 July 1944, It was only with 
the approach of the Red Army in 
November 1944 that he finally 
abandoned Rastenburg, briefly 
occupying a western 
headquarters for the Ardennes 
offensive before retrating to the 
Berlin bunker early in 1945. 
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Women 



National Socialists had very 
pronounced views on the place of 
women in the modern world. All 
the gains in equality and 
education won with such great 
difficulty at the end of the 19th 
and the beginning of the 20th 
centuries were cast aside. Under 
the Nazis, women were to have 
no place in economic end 
political affairs, To the N3DAP, 
women belonged in the home, 
where their primary task was to 
breed and raise racially P ure 
children for the voik. 

Women had been increasingly 
seen in the workplace during the 
Weimar years: they were 
generally paid less than 
equivalent male workers, and for 
that reason had been preferred 
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by many employers. One of the 
attractions of the Nazis was their 
promise to put Germany's 
unemployed back to work, and 
one of the methods by which 
they intended to achieve that 
goal was by replacing women 
with men. 

However, women were still 
cheaper than men, and 
employers resisted the 
government plan. In any case, by 
1936 most of the available male 
labour pool was at work, so the 
National Socialists could never 
achive their aim of feminine 
exclusion. Indeed, as war broke 
out Nazi propaganda began to 
emphasise the value of working 
women. However, such material 
had to be balanced against an 



even greater propaganda effort 
extolling the virtues of 
motherhood and the family. 
Motherhood was described as the 
greatest mystery on earth, and 
the subject was treated 
exhaustively in books and films. 
Mothers' day, initially an 
American inspired event was 
celebrated in the Third Reich* 
From 1938 it was fixed on the 
third Sunday in May. 

Right In spite of the fact that the 
Nazis feit that females had no 
place in public iife, Hitlers appeal 
to the women of Germany was 
very real, and contributed greatly 
to his political success. 
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Work 



Work - Arbeit- was, along with 
racial purity, one of the central 
tenets of the National Socialist 
wodd view. Adolf Hitler in his 
addresses to the working classes 
invariably described himself as 
one of them, a former worker - 
though in fact he had been 
notoriously work-shy in his 
younger days. 

The party considered that 
work had to be the main aim of 
every citizen of the nation or the 
Vofk. Article Ten of the NSDAP 
programme stated: "It is the 
prime duty of every citizen to 
perform physical or mental work. 
Individual work must not conflict 
with the interest of the nation, 
but must be earned out within 
the framework of the community 
and be for the good of all." 

It was up to the state to 
provide that work, Article Seven 



of the Party programme 
demanded that r "the State shah 
make its first duty to provide a 
livlihood for Its citizens." The 
Article went on to insist that true 
Germans must have first choice 
of employment, continuing, "If 
this should prove impossible, 
then foreign nationals - non- 
citizens - must be deported from 
the Reich." 

The NSDAP, which after all 
was the National Socialist 
German Worker's Party, 
attempted to enshrine the cult of 
the worker as a national belief. 
One of the most popular slogans 
was Arbeit adelt or "Work 
ennobles" - which was 
marginally more true than the 
Arbeit macht Frei which greeted 
new arrivals at concentration 
and extermination camps. 

The presentation of work as a 



duty meant that the government 
could describe long hours as 
"doing one's duty to maintain 
the Vo!k" f and the wage freezes 
which became common as war {N 
approached were characterised *~\ 
as "Liberating the worker from 
the Marxist idea of tying labour 
into a product." In part, the 
limits placed on workers by the 
party were overcome by 
non-monetary bribes, such as 
the 'Strength through Joy' 
holiday programme. 

Right: Hitler identified with the 
German worker, and in his 
campaigning days he lost no 
opportunity to be seen and 
photographed with factory hands 
and farm labourers. 



See disc Inside the Third Reich 



Issue 9; Hitler's Willing Workers 




WVHA 



The Wirtschafts-und Verwaftungs- 
hauptamt or SS Economics and 
Administrative department was 
formed in 1942. Under the 
leadership of SS-Obergruppen- 
fuhrer Oswald Pohl it 
centralised control of the 
sprawling SS industrial and 
commercial empire, an empire 
which had grown since the 1930s. 

The Alfgerneine or General SS 
was a party organisation, and so 
had to be paid for out of Party 
funds (though the armed-SS was 
considered part of the 
Wehrmacht and so was funded 
by the government)- As a means 
of increasing their income the 
Blackshirts had been developing 
businesses since well before the 
outbreak of war. With the German 



military triumphs both east and 
west, the SS had access to a 
massive amount of loot 
hundreds of captured industrial 
concerns, and a huge pool of 
slave labour in the vastly 
expanded concentration camps. 
The WVHA was set up to 
organise and adminster this 
wealth, with the ultimate aim 
of making the SS totally 
independent of the state. 

Right: Female concentration camp 
prisoners work in the clothing 
shop at Ravensbriick. Most of the 
SS wore uniforms manufactured 
by stave labourers. 
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IN THIS VOLUME OF 

HITLER'S 

Third Reich 








HENCHNEN 

In 1943, Hlmmler chose 
Kaltenbrunner to succeed the 

dangerous Heydrich. 

Deeply implicated In Jewish 

genocide and with a face 

straight from Hollywood central 

casting, Kaltenbrunner was the 

archetypal Nazi. 



SECRET HITLER FILES v 

In 1929, Germany was hit by 

the fall-out from the Wall 

Street Crash. Germans starved 

whilst Hitler and his cohorts 

rejoiced. They knew their time 

had come. 

INSIDE THE 
THIRD REICH 

After briefly enjoying the 

'good times', Germans on 

the Home Front experienced 

hardship, deprivation and 

horrendous suffering 
between 1939 and 1945. 

HOLOCAUST 

Ghetto communities under the 
Third Reich ruled themselves 
through the Jewish Councils. 

UITI CD'C DATTI FC 

Facilitated by airborne 

landings, British armour was 

to drive along a 60 mile 

corridor, into the heart of 

the Reich. But SS Panzers 

were waiting by the bridge 

over the Rhine at Arnhem. 




WAR MACHINE 

Germany without doubt 

fielded the best fighter 

pilots of World War II. In 

both East and West, the 

outnumbered Experten of 

the Luftwaffe hacked Allied 

planes out of the air by 

the thousand. 
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